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, ROUGH NOTES 
Of an Army Surgeon’s experience during the 
Great Rebellion. 
By J. Turoporr Canon, 
Surgeon, 5th Regiment, Excelsior Brigade, N. Y. V. 
No. 12. F 
AMPUTATIONS AND RESECTIONS, 


It is becoming quite fashionable in the army to 
amputate without the application of a tourniquet. 
With a good assistant, there can be no objection 
to it, especially if there is need of operating 
quickly. It is safest, however, to apply the 
tourniquet, for at any moment a shell may be 
dropped into the hospital or depot, and there are 
few men of nerve enough to continue pressure 
on an artery at such a moment. 

The remarks upon amputation of the thigh 
apply more or less to amputation of the arm, 
with of course, the exception, that in the arm 
there is much less fatality. Resection can here 
often be substituted for amputation. My friend 
Dr. McLane, Surgeon of the 2d New York Vol- 
nnteers, and operating Surgeon of the 3d Brigade 
of this Division, has performed a large number 
of amputations at the shoulder joint, during the 
present war, and with the most satisfactory re- 
sults. His method is to make two flaps, anterior 
and posterior. Transfixing the muscle, he cuts 
from within outward, disarticulates the bone and 
makes his posterior flap, an assistant seizing the 
artery. 

A gun-shot wound of the knee joint, as a rule 
necessitates amputation, and a very pretty opera- 
tion is that in which two skin flaps (antero-pos- 
terior) are made, and the bone sawed just above 
the condyles. 
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Amputation of the finger is by far the most 
common amputation performed, and is more apt 
to be “ botched” than any other. Whether this 
is due to the fact, that men try their unprac- 
ticed hands on fingers, when they hesitate at 
larger members, or that less care is given to 
such operations, or that they are really more 
difficult, | am not prepared to say; but certain 
it is, that there are very many miserably 
poor stumps of fingers seen in this army. There 
is no reason why this should be. 

It is a fact. perhaps not unknown to the pro- 
fession at large, that it is not uncommon for 
soldiers to shoot off their own fingers. I have 
seen frequent cases of it. During the month of 
June of last year, when the army lay before 
Richmond, the finger-shooting mania was preva- 
lent to an alarming extent. The finger usually 
selected, is the index finger of the right hand, 
although other fingers have been subjected to 
the same maiming. The distal phalanx is the 
point of election. The fact that the powder is 
found in the wound, is usually ,sufficient to indi- 
cate one of this class of cases, and all sorts of 
stories will be told to prove to you that it was 
accidental. Not unfrequently the toe is shot 
instead of the finger, the design being in either 
case to escape duty or procure a discharge. The 
fact that men have been allowed thus to maim 
themselves and go unpunished is a painful 
evidence of the laxity of proper discipline. 

But a ball has torn through a finger, and no 
matter how it was done, the Surgeon must do his 
best to remedy it. There is no use of a Surgeon's 
attempt to amputate in the continuity of the 
bone. The ball that fractures a phalanx, splits 
it to the joint. The Surgeon must bear two facts 
in mind: 1st. He must save as much of the 
finger as possible, 2d. He must have a good 
serviceable stamp. Too many in attempting to 
conform to the first rule, utterly neglect the 
second, To get a good stump that will bear 
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pressure, the flap must come from the palmar 
aspect (and a single flap operation, is as-I take 
it, the operation for a finger,) and it must be of 
sound tissue. If a flap is obtained scorched 
and torn, it will slough, and a tender stump 
result. 

My mode of operating has been as follows: 
Seizing the injured phalanx with one hand and 
partially flexing it, 1 make with my bistoury a 
crescentic incision upon the dorsal aspect, with a 
few touches of the knife the joint is exposed and 
its ligaments divided. Passing the bistoury be- 
tween the bones, I cut a long palmar flap. 
Usually the wound will have been so lacerated 
that the flap will not cover the bone. All that 
is to be done is to clip off the head of the bone 
with the bone nippers, I have amputated very 
many fingers in this manner, and have yet to see 
the first one in which a good serviceable stump 
bas not been the result, 

In wounds of the fibula, of either bone of the 
fore arm, of the metacarpal bones, of the 
shoulder or elbow joint, etc., resections are fre- 
quently applicable. It has always seemed to me 
that this operation (resection) could be more 
frequently substituted for amputation than it is. 
Some how or other resections do not seem to be 
in favor, and the fact that resecting cases are not 


furnished Surgeons by Government, may have 
added to this feeling. However, with the chain 
and metacarpal saw and bone forceps of the 
field case, resections are performed and most 


successfully, And some of these resections do 
splendidly, especially resections of the metacar- 

pals. At Mandssas, about six weeks ago, I 
removed nearly the whole of the first metacarpal 
bone, for a gun-shot wound, in which quite a large 
branch of the palmar arch was also wounded. 
The patient, although following the regiments in 
all its journeys since, has recovered with a first 
tate hand and bids fair to have-some use of the 
fingers. 

_. Lieut. S——, of my regiment, in ‘whom I re- 
moved a portion of the second metacarpal for a 
gun-shot wound, at the second battle of Bull 
Run, has returned to duty with a neat shaped 
and serviceable hand, On the field of Fredericks- 
burg, Surgeon Morrow of the 2d New Hampshire 
resected several inches of the ulna for gun-shot 
wounds; and on the same. field, I, in two different 
cases, resected portions of the ulna, in one of the 
cases from three to three and one-half inches of 

"the bone being removed. 
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It is my belief that resections would be of more 
frequent occurrence, were regimental medical 
officers assured of the after treatment their 
patient would receive. Instances have occurred 
where limbs that should have been saved after 
resection have been sacrificed to bad treatment 
while in transit to hospital. It is not uncommon 
to see fragments of other bones than those I have 
mentioned, resected. I saw my friend, Dr, 
McLane of the 2d New York, on the field at 
Bull Run, remove over two inches of the clavicle, 
in a very skillful manner, and I learn that the 
recovery was rapid. 

Resections in military and civil practice differ 
only in this—that in the former the Surgeon is 
nearly always guided in his incision by the course 
of the wound. Resections, like amputations, 
should, if possible, be primary. 

It is seldom that a surgeon is called ppon to 
ligate arteries upon the field, and there is nothing 
special about such operations, as compared with 
those in civil practice. By a wise provision of 
nature, hermorrhage from gun-shot woundsis rare. 

Sabre wounds bleed more profusely, being of 
the variety known as incised. Yet they are very 
rarely seen in infantry regiments. The only case 
I remember in my own regiment was a man, who 
at the battle of Fair Oaks, was struck on the 
shoulder by a rebel officer; the wound was very 
slight. In cavalry regiments they are more 
common. While at Bristow last month I was 
called upon to dress the wounds of a private of 
the 6th Ohio Cavalry, who was wounded in 
Dablgren’s daring raid on Fredericksburgh. 
He had three cuts, oue on the face and two on 
the head, ugly gashes, but not deep enough to 
be serious. 

Bayonet wounds are rarely seen. My brigade 
has certainly been at as close quarters with 
the enemy as any in the service, and yet it is 
very few bayonet wounds that I have seen, and 
I shall be disappointed if the records of the 
general Hospitals are not most meagge in this 
variety of wounds. The fact is, bayonet charges 
are not the fearful hand-to-hand encounters, 
which the sensation press pictures them to be. 
Very rarely do contending forces cross bayonets. 

Not that bayonet charges are not made, and 
not that they are without effect, for there are 
very few regiments that can stand and receive a - 
bayonet charge. The matter stands about thus: 
A charges B, if B runs, which he will do nine 
out of ten times, A makes a successful charge, 
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but if B stands A is pretty sure to run back 
before he reaches B; when A and B do really 
meet, it is the exceptional case. ‘There is 
something so terrible in a long line of glitter- 
ing steel moving forward at the double quick 
that if cannon and musketry fail to overwhelm 
it or drive it back, there are few bodies of men 
able to stem it and resist the momentum with 
which it is impelled. Hence it follows that 
although the bayonet is a most useful and for- 
midable weapon, there are few bayonet wounds 
seen. Their treatment is that of punctnred wounds 
generally, and requires no special description. 


Errata.—In “Rover Norss,” No. 11, 


first column, twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth lines, 
for “with it, as Carrie, a surgeon,” read “ with 
lint and charpie, as surgeons.” 

Second column, 7th line, for “ ichthyocollis,” 
read “ ichthyocollex.” 

Fifth column, 35th line, for “cure” read 
“ case.” ; 


A SELECTION OF REMARKABLE CASES 
OCCURRING IN A PRACTICE OF EIGH- 
TEEN YEARS, ‘ 


By E. N. Cuapmay, M. D. 


Prof. Therapeutics, Materia Medica, and Clinical Obstetrics 
in the Long Island College Hospital, Brooklyn, N. ¥. 


(Continued from page 331.) 
FLONGATION OF THE NECK OF THE UTERUS, 


Twelve months since the following rare case 
fell undey my charge. 

A lady, married but never pregnant, who re- 
cently moved to this city, had been troubled for 
a long period with a train of symptoms, which, 
of a slight nature at first, had, gradually during 
the last five years, become so severe, that fre- 
quently she was confined to her bed with the 
most intense suffering. She was of English birth, 
under the ordinary size, and, until her marriage, 
enjoyed good health, which at the present time, 
to a casual observer, would not have appeared 
‘much impaired ; as her complexion was florid 
and her person plump and well developed. « Yet 
for a long time, almost constantly, she had been 
under medical treatment for a list of liver, 
stomach and kidney disorders, which, arising as 
was thought, primarily, from marsh miasm, 
had settled, finally, into chronic hepatic and 
urinary derangements. 

The medicines administered in accordance with 


this idea failed to afford any but temporary | \ 


relief; yet, notwithstanding, an examination other 
than a general one, was never instituted for the 
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discovery of the hidden secret of her many com- 
plaints, although her sensations plainly indicated 
the uterus as the organ where they originated, 

At all times she had the following symptoms: 
a sense of forcing and pressure downward in the 
pelvis, pain and a feeling of dragging, extending 
from the back over the hips to the thighs, tender- 
ness in the hypogastric and iliac regions, leu- 
corrheea, painful and difficult micturition; in a 
word, all those symptoms, in a marked degree, 
which attend uterine disease, more especially, 
procidentia uteri. After walking or any exer- 
tion, unless of the gentlest nature, the above 
symptoms were always aggravated ; if not in- 
creased to a severe attack, which we will now 
describe, 

Once a month, in connection with her menses, 
either during, just before or after the flow, she 
would be seized with agonizing pains of a 
paroxysmal and expulsive character, that were 
attended with vomiting, neuralgia of the head, 
excessive irritability and hysterical spasms: an 
array of symptoms observed in the worst forms 
of dysmenorrhea. To these, however, were 
added others not peculiar to uterine disease ; 
dysuria, a scanty secretion of urine, loaded with 
mucus and depositing lithic acid on standing, 
pain down the coarse of the ureters, and a tender 
tympanitic state of the abdomen; which seemed 
to point to urinary calculi as the source of her 
sufferings. 

I examined the patient at two periods; one 
when she experienced the greatest relief and 
felt comparatively well, the other during the 
height of an attack. 

The first examination disclosed the following 
condition of the pelvic organs; the introitus 
vulve small and contracting spasmodically on 
touch ; the uterus slightly larger than natural and 
prolapsed into the excavation, and the uterine 
neck elongated by an out-growth of about three 
inches in length, of its normal tissue apparently 
though it was less firm and dense, which reached 
to the perineum and encroached on the urethra. 
The uterus, being very moveable, was readily ele- 
vated to its natural position; by which manipula- 
Htion feeling of dragging, tenesmus and bearing 
down, that constantly annoyed the patient was 
relieved,and we were allowed more accurately to 
observe the soft, flaccid condition of the hypert- 
ophied neck, 


- On introducing a small speculum, as was done 





with some difficulty, this growth was identified ag 
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an elongated cervix uteri by the opening at its 
most dependent portion, that readily admitted 
the sound. This portion presented a natural ap- 
pearance, excepting a flattening at its extremity, 
which previously was detected by the finger, as 
though it had been pressed for a long time 
against a flat, resisting surface. 


The second examination made it evident that 
in addition to her symptoms at ordinary times, 
she, during an attack, had expulsive throes like 
those in labor, or more precisely, like those oc- 
casioned by a polypus of equal size distending 
the pelvis and pressing on the perineum. The 
body of the uterus was not more than two inches 
within the external parts ; and its neck, doubled 
on itself, rested with its extremity on the peri- 
neum, near the fourchette. The mass was 
forced down, so powerfully and persistently, as to 
fill completely the lower outlet of the pelvis ; and, 
had it not been for the spasmodic contractility of 
the sphincter vaginew, the elongated neck would 
have appeared externally. It was now very 
difficult and painful to elevate the uterus, and 
when this was done, immediately, by an expulsive 
pain, it was forced down again. 


The husband stated to me that for more than two 
years he had been circumscribed within the limits 
of Platonic love; and that, from the closure of 
the passage, coitus was impracticable. 

Thinking, that were the uterus permanently 
supported on a higher level, the patient might 
possibly be freed ina measure from her annoying 
symptoms, I introduced a globe pessary on three 
different occasions, when she was in the least 
suffering ; yet, notwithstanding, I used a small 
instrument and varied it each time, it failed to be 
retained, and in an hour or two, came away with 
expulsive pains. This form of pessary disap- 
pointing me, it was not thought worth while 
to resort to others; since, evidently, these pains 
would be equally excited by any foreign body, 
whatever its shape, that was placed in the 
vagina. The stem pessary, it is barely possible, 
might, from its not distending the vagina have 
answered the purpose, but we did not wish to in- 
cur the hazard of uterine inflammation which so 
frequently follows its use; and, therefore pro- 
posed the excision of the neck of the uterus as 
the only means at our disposal for the relief of 
the patient. As in duty bound, the nature and 
danger of the operation, with what it might ac- 
complish, was properly represented, so that a 
choice, knowingly, could be made between present 
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ill health and the promise of restoration. The 
lady, however, concluded yet for a time to bear 
with her sufferings rather than to submit to the 
knife. 


Latterly, nothing has been attempted other 
than medicinal means.- With her, camphor has 
a marked effect in the paroxysms, both to relieve 
the constitutional symptoms and also the local 
ones, pain, tenesmus and forcing down. In 


dysmenorrhcea, threatened abortion and for false 
labor pains or those following delivery I have 
found the camphor very efficacious, ranking 
next to opium and even in some instances suc- 
ceeding when the latter failed to give relief. 


A SECRETION OF MILK AND VULVAR HEMORRHAGE IN 
NEW-BORN INFANTS. 


The two following cases of menstruation in the 
new-born infant, one of which, by the politeness of 
Dr. Giiritnan, I had the opportanity of seeing, 
open a wide field for curious speculation. 

We are too prone td recognize none but crude, 
material agencies ; and, having proven, that the 
foetus has neither nervous or vascular connec- 
tions with the mother, we assume that no in- 
fluence by other channels can pass from one to 
the other. All cases, of which there are many, 
showing that certain results are produced in the 
development of the conception, through the 
mother’s mind or imagination, are ignored or 
treated with scientific contempt, as if unworthy 
of the slightest consideration. In other words, 
being unable to explain the facts, we shut our 
eyes to their existence ; a procedure as sensible 
as it would be to deny the influence of sunlight 
in giving a green color to the leaves of plunts, 
because forsooth, it is past comprehension; or 
to question the influence of the many imponder- 
able forces, inscrutable and beyond our ken, that 
conspire to our pleasure, good being and health, 
or produce our discomfort, pain and death, 

Granting that deviations in the development of 
the foetus are unaccounted for satisfactorily, by 
attributing them to impressions made on the 
mother, still, it should be held in mind, that we 
are as little able to explain why the child, as it 
grows up, .partakes of the bodily and mental 
peculiarities of its parents. In truth, the expo- 
sitions, given for vital phenomena, can rarely go 
beyond the bare statement of the conditions and 
laws by which they are regulated and usually the 
modus operandi is inexplicable. For example, 
the laws of endosmosis are well understood, yet 
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no one has shown how two currents of fluid pass 
at the same time in opposite directions through 
dead animal membranes, much less how these 
laws in living structures are modified or set 
aside. 

Tn the foetus, whose relations with its mother 
is so dependent and intimate—the offices of its 
lungs and stomach being supplied by her blood— 
oxygen and nutriment transuding from her veins 
to those of the child—we are in the dark as to 
the mode by which an influence passes from one 
to the other, and we know, simply, the fact, that 
a bond of union, (which from the want of a better 
term we will call sympathy) unites mother and 
child. This sympathy is not only potent in 
moulding the foetal organization in utero, but 
continues unmistakably after birth. 


More than this, we have ample evidence that 
the whole human family is bound together by a 
sympathetic chain, and that a power—hidden 
and ‘mysterious—goes forth from person to per- 
son, which is manifested in a sensible way when 
one mind brings another under the sway of its 
will as is shown by mesmerism in its different 
phases. 

By a law of nature, a bodily and mental union 
binds together the human race; but, still more 
intimately, the mother and the fcetus in utero. 
This union is not completely severed at birth ; 
since the swelling of the breasts and the secretion 
of milk in the mother are often attended bya 
swelling of the breasts and a secretion of milk in 
the child, and sometimes the lochial discharge of 
the mother by a lochial discharge from the genitals 
of female infants. 


In several cases, during the ten days following 
birth, I have observed the infant’s breasts to be- 
come hard and uniformly enlarged, from which a 
whitish, watery fluid could occasionally be 
pressed. In three or four the breasts became 
caked, precisely as we observe in the adult 
female, and in One, the irritation resulting ini in- 
flammation and suppuration, it was lanced, when 
at least three ounces of pus were discharged. 
Karly in practice my attention was called to this 
singular phenomenon by the old women of which’ 
I never had received a hint from my books or 
teachers. 


To disperse the engorgement, squeezing the| 


breasts to remove the milk or the use of stimu- 
lating applications should be avoided; and only 
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ample, flax-seed poultices, stupes of tepid water, 
the simple eamphor linament, etc., etc. 

M. Guster has observed the breasts of 1200 
new-born infants, and finds in both sexes that a 
swelling of the breasts and a secretion of milk 
takes place in the majority of cases. Indeed, at 
his suggestion, we have an analysis of the infant 
breast milk by M. Quevenneg. 

Milk, 
Woman. Infant. Ass, 

2.60 1.40 1.40 

3.90 2.80 1.70 


Butter, . ° ‘ 
Casein, . ° 
Sugar and extractive 
matter, .  . 4.90 6.40 6.40 
Water, 88.60 89.40 90.50 


I therefore come to the conclusion, that the 
new-born infant, by sympathy with the mother, 
or by some unknown relationship, bas often, like 
her, a secretion of milk in the breasts; and that, 
by strict logical induction, we are warranted in 
presuming: the blood discharged from the vagina 
in such cases to be an analogy of the lochia. 


HEMORRHAGE FROM THE GENITAL ORGANS OF 
FEMALE INFANTS, 


I am induced by Prof. Cuarman to give a 
short account of two cases, interesting, I believe, 
from their rarity, and somewhat singular in a 
physiological view. In both, a flow of blood 
resembling the menstrual flow took place within 
a week from birth. 

Case I. Mrs. C., gras delivered of.a well- 
formed female child at full time, December 25th, 
1860. She made a good recovery and nothing 
unusual occurred until January Ist, 1861, when 
I was requested to look at the baby, as blood 
came from the private parts and the mother was 
anxious about it. 

On examination, I found the diapers stained 
very freely with dark-colored blood. The genital 
organs seemed healthy,—dark venous blood was 
visible at the lower part of the vagina, and on 
wiping it away, it was slowly renewed, coming 
from a point higher up the canal. There was no 
visible breach of continuity in the mucous mem- 
brane of the vulva. I examiued it very carefully 
for this purpose, and separated the lower part of 
the vagina as well as I could, but no abrasion was 
perceptible. 

I advised a weak solution of acetate of lead to 
be used as a lotion, not so much for its curative 
effect, as to satisfy the mother. The discharge 
continued four days, and gradually disappeared 
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on the 4th January. The child did not seem 
weakened by the loss, although it exceeded 
giij. in twenty-four hours. 

The mother had secondary syphilis at this time, 
but the child presented no indications of it then. 

March 18th. The child has vesicular patches 
of a syphilitic character. It was put under treat- 
ment with Hydrarg. OC. Creta, and finally got well, 
It is at this date hearty and well. The hemorrhage 
has never returned since. 


Case IT. Mrs. B., a primipara, was delivered 
of a female child, after a natural labor of twelve 
hours. The evening of its birth it vomited very 
freely and became so blue in the face as to 
alarm its parents. 

’ April 25th, 1862, six days after birth, the 
mother asked me to examine the child, as her 
garment was stained with blood coming from the 
genitals. The mother stated, that for four days 
after birth there was a whitish discharge, but 
yesterday it changed to blood and came pretty 
freely. The napkin was stained with blood the 
color of port wine. On separating the labia and 
nympha, a small elongated clot of blood was 
visible, and was removed, when ‘fluid blood 
trickled slowly from above. In the afternoon, 
Dr. Chapman saw the patient with me, and ex- 
amined her very carefully. There was no 
abrasion or source of hemorrhage in the vulva, 
a small coagulum of blood lay in the vagina, and 
the blood was coming from some point out of 
sight. The mother was told to bathe it with cold 
water. It stopped next day and has never re- 
turned. On the 25th, upwards of Ziij. of blood 
was lost. Both mother and child were and are 
perfectly healthy, and free from any constitu- 
tional taint. 

A hemorrhage of this character in new-born 
infants is singular, and can scarcely be considered 
menstrual in character. I have not seen any 
such ‘cases mentioned by medical writers, and 
from my limited experience of it, I can say little 
to throw light on its causation. In a few new- 
born children, both male and female, milk can be 
squeezed from the mammary glands. In some 
instances, abscess in the gland is observed ia the 
first two weeks. These facts show that the 
generative organs are sometimes in a congested 
or irritable state at birth, and perhaps where the 
uterus or its appendages are congested, a little 
hemorrhage takes place from its delicate mucous 
membrane. The origin of the hemorrhage is 
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similar to that of the menstrual flow, but the re- 
mote physiological cause must be different. 
Since meeting the first casé, I have watched 
carefally for others, but so far I have only found 
@ second. 
Wittram GILFILLAN, 
Surgeon to the Long Island College Hospital. 


January 19, 1863. 
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Puiapetpata Hosprrat, 
January 21, 1863. 


Curnicat Service or Dr. Da Costa. 
Reported by H. C. Wood, M. D., Resident Physician. 
PATHOLOGICAL SPECIMENS. 


1. Congested Liver.—The attention of the 
class was called to some pathological ‘specimens. 
The first was the liver of the man who was be- 
fore the clinic, January 7th, deeply jaundieed. 
It was remarked that simple congestion, unac- 
companied by inflammation, was the diagnosis 
formerly made. This had been founded on the 
gradual course of the disease, the absence of 
fever and of great tenderness on pressure over 
the liver. After the man was in the clinic, his 
color deepened, till finally he was almost green. 
The constipation became excessively obstinate. 
Elaterium, gamboge, and croton oil, were free] 
used and assisted by turpentine injections. Still 
very scanty clay-colored stools were alone ob- 
tained. Day-by-day, the prognosis became more 
unfavorable. Day-by-day it grew more evident 
that no bile found its way into the intestine. 
Finally, the brain symptoms became very urgent, 
and he died, exhausted and comatose, A few days 


before his death, the lower lobe was found to be- — 


greatly enlarged ; this increase had before been 
noticed, but it seemed then more manifest. 
Autopsy revealed that the liver was slightly 
enlarged, deeply congested, and throughout of a 
green, or more correctly, olive hue. There was 
no structural change, or only such as the con- 
gestion accounted for. It was a little harder 
than normal, but no deposit or inflammatory 
softening. So far the diagnosis was right. But 
what was the cause of such persistent and fatal 
congestion. The enormously distended gall 
bladder points to it—although fall, almost to 
bursting, you see it is otherwise healthy. Their 
is no disease of the coats, they are very thin but 
not otherwise abnormal. 

It must be, that one of the ducts is imperme- 
able. Possibly it became so during the attack. 
The ductus choledochus communis is closed by a 
swelling, the nature of which is not yet very 
plain. The occlusion is then mechanica}]. There 
are no signs of inflammation, no gall-stones. It 
may be, that the enlarged liver and disease of 
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the stomach are the caise of this sto age. The'last stages of hepatic dropsy. It has the 


latter viscus is highly congested. This explains 
the great vomiting and epigastric tenderness 
during life. Toward the pylorus the coats are 
very greatly thickened; one of the residents ex- 
amined them with the microscope and found only a 
mass of fibrous tissue; the oabed eye would tell 
that no cancer cells are there. This, then, is a 
ease of mechanical occlusion ; it shows on what 
small chances life often hangs;‘how weak the 
thread that binds us to earth; a little duct tem- 
porarily occluded, and behold the result., If a 
few drops of bile could have once pioneered the 
way, the putient’s life would have been saved. 
The treatment was all that could have been 
done ; no influence that could have been exerted 
would have effected the removal of the obstruc- 
tion. The lungs were found at the autopsy to be 
congested, and with the lining membrane of the 
bronchi, inflamed. The heart was normal. The 
bowels were highly congested and yellow. The 
spleen is here seen; the capsule is greatly thick- 
ened and covered with granules resembling 
tubercles. But splenie tubercles are mostly de- 
posited in the organ, and when they are on the 
outside are not companied with this great thick- 
ening of the capsule. ‘These are simply the results 
of inflammation. 

2. Congested Lwngs.—The next specimen was 
a pair of lungs. It was remarked that these lungs 
were obtained from an old man who came into 
the wards almost moribund. He wag gtterly 
exhausted, his pulse very feeble and breathing 
y eat whilst at the same time he was wildly 
delirious. Owing to his weakness, a very hasty 
examination of his chest was made. The re- 
spiratory sounds were very feeble everywhere. 
Posteriorly percussion showed considerable dull- 
hess, and on one side auscultation revealed a 
slight creaking sound, The case was set down 
as congestion of the, lungs with some chronic 
orth The lungsvare highly congested, almost 

lack ; they are filled with a melanotie deposit. 
Modern investigation has shown that this deposit 
is simply the result of chronic congestion; effu- 
sions of small amounts of blood leave behind 
them the altered blood pigment. Formerly, this 
condition was a source of great doubt. Some 
considered it as one form of cancer; others, that 
a morbid material from without was the cause of 
the trouble. The microscope has, however, 
cleared this up, and it is now known that chronic 
congestion is the fons et ordgo, of the organic 
change. The creaking sound originated in old 
pleuritic adhesions. These lungs are of great 
interest, from the resemblance of portions of 
them to the gray stage gf Pneumonia, and many 
a time has this condition been mistaken for that. 
The parenchyma is, however, not so soft as in 
that affection, and does not sink in water. The 
air cells are proven to be pervious by micro- 
scopical examination. 

3. Cirrhosis of the Liver.—The next specimen 
was ove of cirrhosis of the liver. It was remarked 
that this liver was obtained from a man who died 
of inflammation of the lungs, complicating the 





culiar appearance which has obtained for thie 
esion the name of the hob-nail liver. What is 
the cause of this change in the normal tissue ? 
Cirrhosis is now taught to be the result of in- 
flammation, not of the hepatic parenchyma, so to 
speak, but of the fibrous tissue separating the 
acini. The ramifications of the capsule of 
Glisson, which constitute the trabecular tissue of 
the gland, take on adhesive inflammation, are 
greatly thickened by exudation into their sub- 
stance, and then slowly but surely contract. 
Livers, diseased like this, are much firmer than 
normally, and are somewhat smaller. The prin- 
cipal symptoms during life, are great ascites with 
slight jaundice. Inthe proportion of dropsy to 
the biliary retention, it differs from almost every 
other affection. When we contrast the small 


amount of jaundice during life, with the condition ’ 


of the liver after death, the apparent’ non-agrees 
ment is very striking. The lungs of this patient 
are a perfect specimen of acute congestion with 
some inflammation; they are very dark red 
posteriorly, and cutting a piece from one of them 
it sinks in water, showing that there is more than 
simple congestion. These lungs are doubly 
interesting, from the fact that they are in pre- 
cisely the same condition as is often seen in 
typhus and typhoid fever. Deep congestion 
passing into inflammation. 


HYSTERIA, WITH CONGESTION OF THE STOMACH. 


E. B., et. 18. Was injured at the explosion 
of a Cartridge Factory in the lower portion of the 
city last March. She was taken to the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital, where she states that she lay 
inseusible nearly two weeks, and that there she 
vomited large quantities of blood. She first came 
into this hospital, August 8th. At that time she 
had no hemorrhage. She was discharged, and re- 
turned September 10th, 1862. ’ 

She, soon after this, consequent upon some 
excitement, had numerous hysterical convulsions, 
and also catalepsy. She had then hemorrhages, 
recurring at intervals for two weeks; she vomi- 
ted blood and passed it per rectum; she was 
treated with vin. ergote, ferri persulph., ete, 
Since January Ist, she has been afflicted with 
all sorts of pain and symptoms, agreeing only in 
their vagueness; she says that she has not men- 
struated for twelve mouths. She is at present 
taking three times a day 

R. Tr. ferri chlor., gtt. x 
“cantharid., gtt. v 
“ aloes, gtt.xx. M. 

It was remarked that great interest attaches to 
the diagnosis of this case. The prominent symp- 
tom is hemorrhage, ceasing and then returning. 
She has had convulsions, but none recently. 
What is the source of this bleeding? The ex- 
pression of ber countenance is downeast; the 
features set immoveably, without any of the 
play which is natural ; her tongue is clean; the 


‘ 
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color of her lips is good ; her skin is natural ; her 
pulse is 72, not very strong; her respirations are 
very frequent, 40 times a minute. Exploration 
of the internal organs show that percussion is at- 
tended with pain. It causes very significant 
shrinking, common to both sides, but more strongly 
pronounced on the right. Whether she is tapped 
sagen or anteriorly, there is the same flinch- 
ng. Auscultation reveals that respiration is ex- 
tremely weak everywhere. In the right side there 
are a few feeble rales ; she has had some bronchi- 
tis which is now passing off. Then there is in the 
lungs nothing abnormal. The weak respiratory 
murmur is owing merely to the feeble expansion 
of the lungs, and the rales are insignificant. 
The action of the heart is excited. The 
first sound is enfeebled, the second abnormally 
distinct. There is, therefore, nothing in the 
chest to explain the hemorrhage. Let us now 
examine the abdomen. You see there is still the 
same shrinking from percussion, it is also more 
marked on the right than on the left side. The 
liver and spleen are not enlarged; there is no 
dropsy ; there is tenderness over the epigastrium. 
The stomach is not distended. nor is any tumor 
present. She states that she vomits occasionally, 
that what she throws up is very sour; that pain 
immediately follows eating. But there is no well 
marked connection between the time of her taking 
her meals and vomiting. Her conjunctiva is very 
clear. Now what is the diagnosis? She must 
have either ulcer of the stomach or simply 
hysteria with amenorrhea. This is here a deli- 
cate question to decide. Almost all the signs of 


stric ulcer are present, and the age and sex | 


avor it. She has the pain on pressure, hema- 
temesis and digestive derangement supposed to 
characterize that disorder. 

So, then, the whole group of symptoms point 
to gastric ulcer. Still this is not the diagnosis 
for the following reasons. Firstly. There is no 

in in the buck. Now severe pain posteriorly 
in a spot corresponding to that anteriorly, is a 
very coustant attendant on that ulcer. Secondly. 
Her face is not atall wasted. ‘The features want 
the wan and drawn expression belonging to that 
disease. She winces no more from pressure on 
her stomach than on her chest. The tenderness 
seems to depend more on hyperesthesia of the 
skin than on gastritis. All the vague nervous 
symptoms of hysteria are present inthis case. It 
is probably one of that disease with some conges- 
tion of the stomach. The blood may be from 
vicarious menstruation, as she has persistent 
amenorrhea. If on examination the blood should 
be found to come also from the lungs, this would 
rather confirm than throw doubt on the diagnosis. 
Hemorrhage from two organs most probably is 
not owing to primary organic disease in either. 
As to her treatment, in addition to what she is 
now taking, she shall have every uight the fol- 
lowing pill: 

R.—Zinci oxid., gr ij. 
Extr. belladon. (Squire’s) gr 4. 
Extr. ignatie amare, gr?. M. 
Ft. pil. 
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FIFTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE NEW YORK STATE MEDICAL 80- 
CIETY. - 


Tuk Society met pursuant to statute, in the 
Capitol at Albany, at 11 o'clock Tuesday morn- 
ing, February 3d, and was called to order by 
the President, Dr. Toomas Huy, of Albany. 

Rev. Dr. Rupper opened the proceedings of 
the Society with prayer. 

Notwithstanding the political condition of the 
country, which is calculated to divert the atten- 
tion from the meeting of the Society, and the 
fact that so many of its members have suffered 
interruption in business, and been for days and 
weeks absent from their homes during the year, 
to render service to the country, the attendance 
was larger than it was last year. 

Dr. Hon then read his inaugural address, as 


follows : 

“The by-laws of the Society make it the duty of 
the President, at the opening of the session, to 
speak of the condition of the Medical profession 
in the State, and to call attention to such mat- 
ters as may require the action of the Society. 

At this time, our thoughts naturally tarn first 
of all tb ¢he war, in which our people are engaged, 
and to its influence on our profession. The State 
of New York was suddenly called on to furnish 
about six hundred surgeons and “assistant sur- 
geous for the volunteer regiments, and, when we 
take into account how utterly unprepared ‘we all 
were, by education and experience, for such ser- 
vice, it must be admitted that the response to 
the call was quite as satisfactory as could have 
been sapien. The medieal care of the camp 
and military hospital differs ‘so greatly from the 
duties of the practitioner iv civil life, as to de- 
mand a special training and discipline ; and yet, 
with the versatility of talents characteristic of 
our countrymen, the surgeons selected have not 
failed in any marked degree in the beginning, and 
are now rapidly improving. They certainly have 
not fuiled in self-devotion nor in courage, and 
when we read of surgeons who, a few weeks be- 
fore, were going on their peaceful rounds, per- 
forming their duties under heavy fire, and remain- 
ing with the wounded to share their captivity, 
we have good right to be proud of our brethren. 

They have not been deficient in moral quali- 
ties, nor so much in professional skill, as in 
attention to those regulations by which the 
health of camps is preserved. There has been 
too much reliance on the medicine chest and on 
surgical instruments, and too little care of diet, 
pure air, cleanliness, and other hygienic condi- 
tions. ‘This is the common defect of our profes- 
sion, both in civil as well as in military practice, 
but it has been more obvious in the latter, be- 
cause of the larger scale on which its conse- 
quences are exhibited. 
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© The transactions of our Society for the last few 
years bear witness to the interest felt by the 
members, both in public and private hygiene, a 
subject which is far from having received all the 
attention it merits. It is to be hoped that this 
movement, which has, at the foundation, a most 
important reform in medical practice, may be 
continued. 

Our profession is now, I believe, in a more 
sound condition than at any previous time. The 
standard of education in our principal medical 
schools is higher, and pupils go forth much more 
thoroughly educated than a few years ago. The 
war, with all its evils, is exercising a salutary in- 
fluence in the medical profession. The examina- 
tions for the admission to the medical service of 
the army and navy, set up a high standard of 
excellence, and as this service presents a most 
desirable career for young men, a strong induce- 
ment is held out to students, to strive to come up 
to it. The benefit of these examinations is thus 
made to reach, not only those who-are successful 
in their application, but also all those Who, though 
they fuil, yet*have tried to prepare for them. 
Their influence on the medical colleges is also 
most excellent for students wishing to prepare 
for difficult examinations, who will go to those 
colleges which afford the most instruction, and 
not to those in which degrees arg most easily 
obtained. They have already led to the estab- 
lishment of a chain of hygienic and military sur- 
gery in some of our colleges. This serves to 
illustrate the working of a principle which has 
been proposed as a basis of reform and improve. 
ment in our medical schools, which would consist 
in the separation of the duties of teaching and 
examination, so that students might be induced 
to give preference, not to those colleges which 
offer diplomas on the easiest terms, but to those 
which afford the best opportunities for preparing 
for examinations. 

The American Medical Association has not 
met for the last two years, on account of the war, 
and it will be a matter for consideration, whether 
the’ Society will recommend that a meeting of 
such members as can assemble under present 
circumstances, shall be held. 

I have received from the President of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society, a communication 
addressed to the State Medical Society, on the 
subject of “ Abuses in the Ambulance Service of 
the U. S. Army,” which I will submit to the 
Society. I believe, however, this subject has 
received the attention of the proper authorities, 
and that the abuses complained of have been 
corrected. 

It only remains for me to weleome you to our 
city, and to thank you for the honor you bave 
conferred in calling me to preside over your de- 
liberations.” 

Dr. Biarcarorp moved the appointment of a 
committee of three, to examine credentials. 
Agreed to, and Drs. BLatcurorD, SAUNDERS and 
8. D. WiLLarp were named. 

Dr. Biatcurorp moved the appointment of a 
committee of three, to whom shall be referred 
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the inaugural address of the President, to take 
into consideration the topics discussed, and report 
to this Society. Agreed to, and Drs. Armssy, 
Deerine and Bisse. were appointed. 

Dr. J. V. Coss moved the appointment of a 
committee of two, to invite the medical members 
of the Legislature to take part in the proceedings 
and deliberations of the Society. Agreed to, 
aud Drs. Coss and Porrer were appointed. 

Dr. Biatcurorp introduced to the Society Dr. 
Lyrypon A, Sairu, of the Medical Society of 
New Jersey. Dr. Smirx addressed the Society 
briefly, and was warmly received. 

Dr. BLatcurorp also introduced to the Society 
Dr. Hont, of Hartford. and Dr. Becxwirn, dele- 
gates from the State Medical Society of Connec- 
ticut. Dr. Beckwith addressed the Society 
briefly, his remarks eliciting applause. 

Dr. Taytor, of the Onondaga Medical Society, 
presented an address delivered by Dr. Isragn 
Parsons, President of the Onondaga Society, 
before said Society, at its annual meeting, on the 
subject of “ Diphtheria.” 

Dr. Guipo Furman, of New York, presented 
several communications from the New York 
County Medical Society, consisting of a “ Report 
of the Meteorulogical Committee of the Society ;” 
also a report of “Case of Procidentia Uteri of 
fifteen years duration, with extreme ulceration of 
the neck,” by Dr. Isaac E. Taytor. 

Dr. B. P. Staats, Chairman of the Board of 
Censors of the Eastern District, reported that 
they had examined and recommended to the 
President of their Society, for diplomas, the 

entlemen whose names follow: J. Durrenporr, 
Montgomery Co. ; Louis Appiecare, Herkimer 
Co.; Wau. W. Squire, W.T. Catianp, G. A. 
Curstery, Jonn H. Burvanp, and Josern Leman, 
of Montreal, Vanada. Report accepted. 

Dr. Joet Foster, Chairman of the Board of 
Censors of the Southern District, reported that 
they had examined and recommended to the 
President of the Society, for diploma, Dr. —— 
Co.es. Report accepted. 

Dr. Cyrus Ramsey, Registrar of Records and 
Statistics, City of New York, presented a paper 
on the statistics of some of the diseases of New 
York and London, 

Dr. Buatcurorp announced the death of Zznas 
Cary, a delegate to the Society, and Dr. B. was 
directed to prepare an-obituary notice for publi- 
cation in the Transactions. 

Dr. Deering offered a resolution that the dele- 
gates of the State Societies of New Jersey and 
Connecticut be requested to furnish to the Sec- 
retary, copies of their addresses delivered before 
the Societies. Agreed to. . 

Dr. Joseru Bates announced the death of Dr. 
Rosert G. Frary, of Hudson, Culumbia County, 
and was requested to prepare an obituary notice 
for publication in the Transactions, 

The Secretary presented a report from the 
delegates appointed to attefd the annual session 
of the Medical Society of New Jersey. 


De. Rapsakt announced the death of Dr. Jonw 
C. Cuexseman, and was requested to prepare an 
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obituary notice for publication in the Transac- 
tions. 
The death of Dr. Joun T. Saepon, a former 
delegate, was announced, and Dr. Orpronavux 
was requested to prepare an obituary. 
Dr. Hexry 8S. Downs, of New York, read a} 
paper entitled “ Post Pharyngeal Abscess.” 

r. Tuomas ©, Finnexy presented an extraor- 
dinary Pathological specimen of Hyperostosis of 
the Lower Extremities. 

Dr. Jutivs Aversack read a paper, entitled 
“ De Lunatico Inquirendo.” 
The President announced the following Com- | 
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SECOND DAY. 
Wednesday, Feb. 4, 


Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Spracur. 

Dr. Joun G. Apams, from the committee ap- 
pointed to attend the annual meeting of the 
Connecticut State Medical Society, presented 
their report. Referred to Publication Com- 
mittee. 

Dr. E, R. Saqurss, representative of this 
Society on the Committee on Final Revision 
and Publication of U, S. Pharmacopcia pre- 
sented his report: The manuscript of the 


‘ an an sce 4 Pharmacopeia, except the preface and pronoun- 
. “ 7 presage +S Se Piralng | cing index, is now complete and a portion of it 
Tuomas W. Buatcurorp: 4th district, James | i",the hands of the printer, and the publication 
Ferauson ; ‘bth district, N. H. Deerine ; 6th | will go on es rapidly se is consistent with the 


“Saag, 1 ; Pare r necessary care and comparison of proof-reading 
district, C. M. Ceanpaut ; 7th district, Wa. Tay- |},-"the Philadelphia members of the Committee 


Report accepted. 

Dr. 8S. D. WitaRp presented a report from 
Dr. J. G. Orton, chairman of the committee to 
whom was entrusted the labor of originating and 
perfecting a system for the registration of obser- 
vations in Medical and Surgical practice, in 
which they state that they are meeting with 
complete stccess in their labors; but owing to 
the fact that statistical tables have continued to 
arrive even up to the time of preparing this brief 
statement, they are'unable to complete their re- 
port in time to be presented to the Society at its 
present meeting. 

Dr. B. P. Staats moved the acceptance of 
the report, and that the time for its preparation 
be extended one year.—Agreed to. 

Dr. BLatcurorp presented a report of a case of 
Hydrophobia, from the Rensselaer County Medi- 
cal Society. 

Dr. D. G. Toomas read a paper on “ Ovarian 
Dropsy.” 

Dr. J. H. Armssy announced to the Society, 
that by the last will and testament of the late 
Dr. M. H. Casu, he bad been designated to re- 
ceive a bequest in trust for the Society of $500, 
which sum he had in his possession. He moved 
the appointment of a committee to report what 
disposition should be made of the money. 
Adopted. 

Dr. J. G. Apams moved the appointment of 
delegates to the Annual Meeting of kindred 
Agreed to. 

Dr. Cuas, A. Ler offered the following :— 

Resolved, That this Society most cordially 
concur in the recommendation of the Governor 
for the appointment of a Commissioner of Lunacy, 
whose daty it shall be to examine personally into 
the condition of the Insane, confined in the Pab- 
lie and Private Asylums, Alms Houses and Poor 
Houses of the State, and report their condition 
to the next Legislature, with such suggestions 
for their relief as may be deemed proper. 

Resolved, That a copy of the above resolutions 
be furnished by the Secretary to the Medical 


LoR; 8th district, H. W. Dean. 

Dr. Lewis A. Sayre of New York, read a 
paper entitled “ A Remarkable Case of Decep- 
tion.” A woman professing to secrete nothing 
but charcoal and stones for a number of years, 
all the natural functions being arrested. The 
deception unmasked. 

The case alluded to was thé somewhat cele- 
brated “Charcoal Woman,” which was exposed 
in New York, by Dr. Sayre, as a gross decep- 
- tion. She has returned to her home in Oneida, 
and is again practicing the deception on the 
public. Her name is Miss Perry, and she was 
under the charge of Dr. Perxixs. The fraud 
was too apparent to escape detection by Dr. 
Sayre, and, after two or three visits, he com- 
peels unmasked the swindler, and the imposter | 

octor suddenly left New York. This paper 
was prepared and read to prevent the public | 
from further imposition. | 

Dr. E. F. 8. Arnoxp, of New York, presented 
a paper entitled “On Medical Provision for 
Railroads,” which was referred to the Publica- 
tlon Committee. ‘ 

Dr. S. Barrerr read a paper entitled “A 
Case of Delirium Tremens, treated by large 
doses of Digitalis.” 

Dr. Avecustus Wittarp presented for Dr. 
Baker of Chenango, a paper entitled “ A Case | 
of Lithotomy.” 

Dr. Oakes presented a Pathological specimen 
passed from the bladder of a man in Hamilton. 

Adjourned until 33 P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 


Dr. C. F. Tartor read a paper entitled 
“Treatment of Potts’ Disease of the Spine.” 

Dr. F. Hype read a paper entitled “ Frac- 
tures of the Cranium.” 

Dr. B. Rapuaet gave @ brief synopsis of a 
paper entitled “On the Ligation of Arteries,” 
which he is to prepare for the transactions. 

Dr. Cnarves A. Lez read a very valuable 
paper entitled “On Foreign Military ee 

rR. Grorce Coox read a paper entitled “A 
Case of Insanity.” 

Dr. Case read a brief sketch of a case of Mor- 
bid Uterus, 

_ Adjourned until: Wednesday at 10 A. M. 








Societies. 


Committee of the Senate and the Assembly, and 


that a committee be appointed by the President 
of this Society to confer with said Legislative 
Committee.—Adopted. 
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Dr. Cortiss read a paper on an “ Enlarged 
Liver.” 

Dr. J. V. P. Quackenbush, Treasurer, pre- 
sented his annual report, as follows: Balance 
on hand date of last report, $106 79; receipts 
during the year, $330 79; expenditures during 
the year, $92 41; balance in the treasury; 
$230 38. ‘Report accepted, and Dr. Cor.iss 
and Dr. Porter were appointed a committee to 
examine the same. 

Dr. 8S. D. Witiarp presented, from the Kings 
County Medical — a aod by Dr. Wm. 
GiFILtan, entitled “ Tracheotomy in Diph- 


theria ;” also a paper by Dr. Joun UC, Jounson, 


entitled ‘‘ Resection of the Ankle.” 

Dr. 8. D, Witiaep presented a continuation 
of his list of the medical and surgical force of 
New York in the war of the rebellion. The 
number of surgeons added during the year 1862, 
was 36 surgeons, 260 assistant-surgeons ; whole 
force added during the year 396. - 

Dr.Wiiarp also presented a list of the mili- 
tary hospitals in the United States. 

Dr. WILLARD was requested by the Society to 
continue his papers. 

Dr. A. K. Garpyer read a paper entitled 
“ Ovarian Disease and Ovariotomy.” Referred to 
Publishing Committee. — 

Dr. Quackensuss read a paper entitled “ Pel- 
vic Presentations.” 

Dr. J. G. Fisner, of Sing Sing, gave notice 
that he was preparing a paper on Monstrosities, 
and requested any member to send an account 
of such cases as ae come under their observa- 
tion. 

Dr. Marcu read a paper relative to “the 
wound of Garibaldi,” and exhibited an instru- 
= for the diagnostication of the presence of 
alls. 

Dr. Cortiss, from the Committee to examine 
the Treasurer’s accounts, reported that they bad 
performed that duty, and found the same cor- 
rect. 

Dr. Enos read a paper on the Plaster of Paris 
treatment of Club Foot. 


Adjourned until 3} P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 


In the absence of the President, Dr. E. H. 
Parker, Ex-President, was called to the Chair. 

Dr, Saunpers presented a communication from 
the Madison County Medical Society, being an 
address delivered before said Society, on Diph- 
theria, by Dr. Saunpers. 

Dr. Brinsmape from the Committee appointed 
to draft a Sanitary Code for the State of New 
York, made a partial report, and asked for fur- 
ther time to complete their labors. 

The report was laid on the table until Thurs- 


day. 

Dr. Lez, from the Committee appvinted to 
compare the Code of Medical Ethics adopted by 
this Society in 1823, with that of the American 
Medical Association, which has also been adopted 
(1847,) and present a revised copy to the Society 
at its next annual meeting, reported that they 
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had carefully compared the two Codes above 
mentioned, and that they find no essential differ- 
ence between them, except that in the Code 
adopted by the American Medical Association, 
it is stated to be derogatory to the character of 
a physician to take out a patent for a surgical 
instrument. As this subject was fully discussed 
at the last meeting, the Committee do not enter 
into its discussion, but present the following 
resolution. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be ap- 
pointed by the President to bring this subject 
before the next meeting of the American Medical 
Association, with a view to the reconsideration 
of this article. 

After a brief discussion the resolution was 
rejected. 

Da. Brinsmaper, from the Committee appointed 
to report on Epidemics in the Third Congres- 
sional district, reported that he had been unable 
to collect from medical gentlemen residing in the 
District, the necessary statistics, and he, there- 
fore, reported on the subject with reference to 
his own city, Troy. 

The vote rejecting the resolution of Dr. Lez, 
on the Code of Ethics, was reconsidered, and 
after further discussion, Dr. Cortiss moved the 
indefinite postponement of the whole subject, 
which was carried, 40 to 17. 

Dr Sayre gave a synopsis of a report to be 
prepared for the Transactions on Hip Disease, 

Dr. Apams presented a paper prepared by 
Dr. T. B. Gunxine on the “ Treatment of Frac- 
tures of the Lower Jaw, by a New Method.” 

The President announced the following Com- 
mittee on the Cash bequest: Drs. Armssy, 5, 
D. Wituarp, Buatcurorp, Cuas. A. Lee and 
Govan. 

Previous to the adjournment Wednesday even- 
ing, Dr. Swinsurne, of Albany, commenced the 
reading of an exceedingly valuable paper on 
“ Ex-sections.” Before concluding he gave way 
for a motion to adjourn, the conclusion of his 
paper being made the specjal order for Thursday 
morning. 

The address was delivered by Dr. Hon, the 
President, on Wednesday evening in the Assem- 
bly Chamber, and was attentively listened to by 
a large audience, among whom was the Governor 
of the State. 

After the address before the Society on Wed- 
nesday evening, Dr. Cor.iss offered a resolution 
that the thanks of the Society be tendered to 
the President, Dr. Hun, for his very eloquent, 
truthful and instructive address, and that a copy 
of the same be solicited for publication in the 
Society’s transactions, Adopted. 


Adjourned until Thursday at 9 A. M. 
THIRD DAY. 


Thursday, Feb. 5. 
Prayer by Rev. Dr. Rupper. 
Dr. C. W. Cranpatt offered the following :— 
Whereas, The present Civil War has caused 
the hospitals of the District of Columbia to be 
filled with sick and wounded soldiers from this 
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State proportionate to the number of volunteers 
sent out. : ‘ 

And whereas, Every safeguard possible should 
be thrown around those who have periled their 
allfor us: Therefore 

Resolved, That the New York State Medical 
Society respectfully request of our Legislature 
and Executive’to earnestly consider the pro- 
priety of appointing an Agent, to reside at Wash- 
ington, who shall be a physician and surgeon, 
with clerical assistants, whose only business shall 
be to look after the interest and welfare of the 
sick and wounded of the State of New York. 

The Secretary read a communication from the 
Medical Society of Massachusetts, upon the sub- 
ject of the Ambulance Service of the United 
States Army, calling attention to the gross 
abuses existing therein, and requesting sister 
societies to take action in the matter. 

A most interesting discussion ensued, partici- 
pated in by several gentlemen who had been on 
different battle-fields, showing the necessity for 
action in the premises. 

Dr. Rarnaet read from the proceedings of 
Congress, showing that a bill providing for an 
Ambulance Corps had been introduced. 

The resolution of Dr. Cranpaut was rejected 
for the reason stated that the whole subject 
should be referred to a Committee of three. 

Dr. Garrish moved the appointment of a 
committee of three to consider the whole subject 
and report as soon:as possible. 

Dr. Raruaet moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. Lost—ayes 28, nays 32. 

The resolution of Dr. GarrisH was then 
adopted, and the chair appointed Dr. Orpro- 
nwavux, Garrisu and Cortiss such Committee. 

Dr. Armssy from the Committee appointed to 
report on the irate of the legacy of $500 of 
the late Dr. M. H. Casu, recommended that the 
money be devoted to the establishment of a 
Prize Fund, the income thereof to be given an- 
nually, or every two vears, as the “Merrit H. 
Casu Prize,” to the author of the best original 
essay on such medical or surgical subject as may 
be designated by a Committee of the Society, and 
that the Treasurer of the Society be Trustee of 
the fund. * 

Dr. Armspy suggested that there be annually 
apprupriated from the funds of the Society, a 
sum equal to the annual income of the Cas 
Prize Fund, and for the same purpose. 

Dr. Sayunpers moved the adoption of the re- 
port and suggestions of Dr. Armssy. Agreed to. 

Dr. Ler, from the Committee on Introductory 
Address of the President, reported resolutions 
recommending the establishment of an Army 
Medical School by the General Government, and 
also requesting the American Medical Assucia- 
tion to hild its regular annual meeting, not- 
withstanding the existence of the present war. 
The first resolution was laid on the table and 
the second adopted. 

The President announced as the Committee 
on the Casu Essay, Drs. Buatcurorp, Orpro- 
waux and Parker, 7 
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The committee on Nominations presented the 
following Report, which was accepted, and the 
gentlemen named therein were elected : 

For President—Daniel P. Bissell, of Utica. 

For Vice President—Joel Foster, of N. York. 

For Secretary —Sylvester D. Willard, of 
Albany. 

For T'reasurer—John V. P. Quackenbush, of 
Albany. 


Committee on Publication. 


Drs. Thomas Hun, Sylvester D. Willard, and 
Howard Townsend. 


For Censors. 


Southern District —Nathaniel C. Husted, Aus- 
tin Flint, Benjamin Drake. 

Eastern District-—T. C. Brinsmade, Barent 
P. Staats, Peter McNaughton. 

Middle District—Jenks S. Sprague, Charles 
B. Coventry, A. F. Doolittle. 

Western District—Alex. Thompson, H W. 
Dean, Edward Hall. 


For Election as Permanent Members. 
Ist Dist.—Henry T. Downs, Henry D. Bulkley. 
2d “ Lewis P. Felton, John R. Cooper. 
aa... * Jacob Newkirk, John Swinburne. 
4th James Ferguson, Alexander Ayers. 
5th J. Rathbun, Hiram Adams. 
6th J. H. Chamberlayne, William H. H. 

Parkhurst. 

ith George Vook, G. Y. Barnett. 
8th H. W. Dean, Douglas Bly. 


Nominated for Election as Honorary Members. 

Jon. M. Cuyler, U. S. A.; W, Braithwaite, of 
London; Thos. Jennings, of Nashville, Tenn. ; 
Pinckney Webster Ellsworth, of Hartford, 
Conn.; R.S. Satterlee, U.S. A.; S. W. Butler, 
of Philadelphia. 


Nominations for Eligibility to Honorary 
Membership. 
. J. G. Beckwith, Litchfield, Connecticut. 
. E. R. Hunt, Hartford, Connecticut. 
. Lyndon A. Smith, Newark, N. J. 
. Wm. W. Rutherford, Harrisburg, Pa. 
. Ralph Deming, Litchfield Co., Conn. 
. H. M. Knight, Lakeville, Conn. 
. Stephen Wickes, Orange, N. J. 
. James Couper, Newcastle, Del. 
. Thos. 8. Kirkbride, Philadelphia, Pa, 
. Charles A. Pope, St. Louis, Mo. 


Nominated as Delegates to American Medical 
Association. 

Nicoll H. Deering, H. Corliss, Henry S. Downs, 
E. R. Squibb, Thomas W. Blatchford, C. V. 
Barnett, H. W. Dean, T. B, Reynolds, Theo. L. 
Mason, 8. O. Vanderpoel, Wm. Govan, Oliver 
White, Thos. C. Brinsmade, E. H. Parker, G. A. 
Dayton, D. P. Bissell, J. C. Van Hovenbury, 
William P. Seymour, Charles S. Wood, Thomas 
Hun, Sanford Huat, Henry C. Gray, Joseph 
C. Hutchinson, N.C. Husted, N. Crispell, Chas. 
E. Van Anden. 

Nominated for Delegates to the National 
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Quarantine and Sanitary Convention—John G. 
Adams, Elisha Harris, John H. Griscom, Theo. 
L. Mason, Thomas C. Brinsmade, Hiram Corliss, 
Howard Townsend, J. M. Minor, Wm. Govan, 
8. O. Vanderpoel. 

Nominated for Delegates to State Medical So- 
ciety of Connecticut—Philander Stewart, T. C. 
Finnell, T. C. Brinsmade. 

Nominated for Delegates to Medical Society 
of New Jersey—Thomas W. Blatchford, John 
W. Greene, Lewis A. Sayre. 

Nominated for Delegates to Massachasetts 
State Medical Society—Isaac E. Taylor, James 
R. Wood, John G, Adams. 

Nominated for Delegates to Vermont State 
Medieal Society—John V.-P. Quackenbush, 
Henry C. Gray, C. L. Mitchell. 

Nominated for Delegates to New Hampshire 
State Medical Society—Edw. H. Parker, Wm. 
Govan, Alfred Watkyns. 

Nominated for Delegates to Pennsylvania 
State Medical Society—Chas. A. Lee, Dr. Fur- 
man, Dr. Raphael. * 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Society 
be authorized to fill any vacancy that may occur 
in the several delegations to the State Societies. 

Dr. Orpronavx, from the Committee sppoint- 
ed to take into consideration the Ambulance 
service, reported, that the pending action of Con- 
gress in relation to the organization of the Am- 
bulance Corps renders all further action by the 
Committee unnecessary; but they are of the 
opinion that it is in the power of the Governor, 
by the appointment of a local Medical Agent or 
agents in Washington, to provide additional 
means of relief for our sick and-wounded soldiers 
while being transferred to their homes. And 
they accordingly recommend that the Society 
confer with such sister societies in other States 
as may be inclined to act in concert with it, to 
further this matter. The Committee recommend 
that Drs. Swinsurne and 8S. D. Wiitarp be ap- 

inted a Committee to present the whole sub- 
ject to the Governor. 

Report adopted. 

The Society then adjourned. 
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REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 


Camp and Outpost Duty for Infantry.— With 

Standing Oxders, Extracts from the Revised 

_ Regulations for the Army, Rules for Health, 

Maxims for Soldiers, and Duties of Officers. 

By Daniet Buttrerrie.d, Brigadier General of 

olunteers, U. S. A. New York, Harper & 
Brotuers, 12 mo., pp. 120. 


This “multum in parvo,” has received the 
commendations and approval of several of our 
most distinguished officers of rank. Its rules of 
health are extracted from the documents of the 
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sanitary commission, and other sources, and are 
judiciously ‘selected, referring principally to the 
more prominent points of sanitary management. 
It is a usefal pocket compendium. 


The Dentist’s Memorandum: A Book of En- 
gayements, and a Manual of Ready Reference. 
For 1863. By C. H. Cuigaveranp, M. D. 
Cincinnati, 1863. 


This publication seems to be well adapted to 
meet the purposes for which it is intended. We 
fear, however, that the “ Manual of Ready Refer- 
ence” will prove to be a text-book for lazy den- 
tists. Such helps are of very doubtful utility in 
our opinion. 


The Principles and Practice of Obstetrics. By 
Gunnino 8. Beprorp, M. D., Professor of Ob- 
stetrics, the Diseases of Women and Children, 
and Clinical Obstetrics, in the University of 
New York; Author of “Clinical Lectures on 
the Diseases of Women and Children.” I llus- 
trated by 4 colored Lithographic Plates and 
99 Wood Engravings. Third edition, carefully 
revised and enlarged. pp. 743. New York: 
William Wood & Co. 1863. Price $4.50. 


It is but a short time since we had occasion - 
to notice the appearance of the second edition of 
this work. The fact that it is but little over a 
year since the first edition was issued, is evidence 
of the remarkable popularity to which the work 
has attained. ‘This popularity may be due some- 
what to style, but it is chiefly due to the fact that 
the work is emenently practical. Dr. Beprorp 
has succeeded admirably in presenting. the im- 
portant facts of the science of Obstetrics in few 
words, and the more important points are well 
illustrated by superior ithestaake and wood cuts. 
These facts make the work particularly valuable 
to the student and to the general practitioner. 
The Lecture on the Evidences of Gestation, is 
specially thorough and well illustrated. 

The present edition, besides other additions to 
the text, contains a lecture on Phlegmasia Do- 
lens, a subject which does not generally meet with 
the attention from writerg on Obstetrics that its 


| importance merits. 


é are glad to notice in the formule in this 
edition a nedrer approach to our standard, na- 
tional phraseology as authoritatively set forth 
in the United States Pharmacopzia. There is, - 
however, room still for improvement in this re- 
spect. For instance, the obsolete nomenclature 
for calomel, ee. submur,,” is adhered to. 

The getting up of the work is creditable to the 
publisher—with a marked exception—and that 
is, the exceeding want of taste, not to say disre- 
spect to the author, shown in parading a cata- 
logue of books, on whitey-brown paper, in the 
front of the book. It is an imposition on both 
author and purchaser to bind these catalogues at 
the end of books even, and when done as in this 
case it is a positive insult. The purchaser should 
at once cut this catalogue out, as it disfigures a 
very valuable book. 
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PUBLIC HEALTH IN NEW YORK. 


In his report on the mortality of New York 
City, for 1862, the City Inspector makes it out 
that that City, in comparison with the other cities 
of the world “7s by far the most healthy of any 
of them.” 'To.those who have studied the facts 
connected with the health of the principal cities 
of Europe and America, this announcement will 
come with surprise, if not gratification, and will 
excite a strong desire to know the details upon 
which the assertion is based. An examination of 
the tables of relative mortality given by’the offi- 
cer above mentioned, will convince every impar- 
tial person that the trickery of figures has been 
resorted to, to produce this happy result, and 
that what looks so well on paper, does not exist 
in reality. Nothing is’easier, in one who is labor- 
ing hard to preserve a fat office, and has as his 
advisers, those who well know how to “ make the 
worse appear the better reason” than by a 
plausible arrangemeut of facts aided by estemates 
and suppositions, to blind the eyes of a careless, 
fast-living community. But a little scrutiny will 
dissolve the pleasing scene. 

One of the little jokers is concealed under the 
following “ table :” 

DEATHS IN LONDON T0 EACH MILLION OF POPU- 
LATION. 


Deaths. To the Million, 


1858—64,093 .... seceseccccee cee 23,102 1-11 
1859—62,616 22,569 2-3 
1860—63,100 22,744 1-6 


NEW YORK CITY—POPULATION ONE MILLION. 


Seeee rere sees eeeeseeeees 


vee 21,244 

The mortality of Paris is greater than that of 
London. 

Let us lift the cover and bring the truth to 
light. In the first place in this statement, the 
years of comparison are not the same except in 
‘one instance, viz. : 1860. What improvement has 
been effected in the sanitary condition of London 
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in the past two years, we are not told, while we 
must feel assured that the general increase of 
salubrity which has characterized almost all civi- 
lized countries during the past two years, (a fact 
demonstrated by an actual diminution of deaths) 
must have been participated in by London as 
well as New York, and other American cities. 
The mortality of Philadelphia was we believe, 
considerably below its usual average, and little 
Providence even, always one of the healthiest 
towns in the hemisphere, was more so than ever 
last year. We repeat, that 1862 was a year of 
more than ordinary salubrity almost every where, 
from some undefinable natural cause, and if the 
same hygienic influences reached London, as 
they doubtless did, a fair comparison would 
make a striking variation in the above table. 
But this is not the only trick resorted to to 
conceal the truth in this important matter. The 
population of the City of New York is est¢mated 
by the City Inspector, for his purpose, at 1,000,- 
000, whereas the last census made two years ago, 
puts it at only 814,277, a difference of 185,723, 
nearly four times the whole City of Providence. 
In addition to this it must be remembered that 
about 80,000 of the people of that City, have 
gone into the army, which, allowing largely for a 
natural increase of population, would make the 
present number not over 750,000, ‘Thus we see 
how easy it is by the jugglery of estimates 
and figures, (which though they may not volun- 
tarily, can readily be made to lie,) to put a good 
face upon whatever we desire should look well, 
though the beauty is after all but varnish, easily 
removed. With our estimate, based on the above 
facts from the census, and the army rolls and 
liberal increase allowed for, the mortality of New 


7! York would have been with 1,000,000 of popu- 


lation, one third greater than it actually was, 
z. €., 28,325, instead of 21,244, 

While on this topic, we will allude to another 
very remarkable estimate, recently published 
by the Commissioners of Health of New York. 
It appears that the deaths by Small Pox 
in that City, for the three years prior to 
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1862, averaged 455 annually, while in 1862, 
they numbered but 267, and during the last 
eight months only 87. And to what do our 
readers suppose this diminution of mortality, 
this happy escape from the ravages of variola 
of several thousand people is attributed? To 
exhaustion of victims by the previous year’s 
mortality one will say: the increased attention 
given to vaccination natural to a community 
Pro- 
bably both of these have had some influence, but 


afflicted with the disease, says another. 


according to the report of the Resident Physi- 
cian, the good result is almost wholly attri- 
butable to a pamphlet written by himself, of 
which 20,000 copies were published, though 
only 13,500 have been distributed. _ But what 
is still more remarkable was the instantaneous 
relief from the presence of Small Pox on the 
appearance of this pampblet. 
to the Board of Commissioners, of which he 


In a report 


is a member, the author informs the public, 
that the disappearance of the disease was syn- 
chronous with the appearance of his production 
on the importance of vaccination. “Tf we exclude 
the first four months of the past year from this 
estimate, which was previous to the issue of my 
report on vaccination, and since which time 
vaccination has been more generally performed,” 
.—we are assured we have the true secret of the 
reduction of the mortality from variola to only 


87 during the last eight months of the year. 


* 
——_>—_—_ 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF 
: NEW YORK. 


This Society has just concluded its fifty-sixth 
annual session, and an abstract of its proceedings 
may be found in the pages of the present num- 
ber. 
seen, was characterized by unusual interest in 


The attendance was large, and, as will be 


the number and variety of papers that were 
presented; nor less in the harmony of its action 
and the cordial fellowship and good feeling that 
prevailed. 

The President, in his inaugural, suggested 
the propriety of the Society’s taking some action 
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relative to the meeting of the American Medi- 
cal Association for the present year. The sub- 
ject was referred to a committee, which reported 
in favor of the meeting, and the report was 
unanimously adopted by the Society. We were 
of those who last year advocated the post- 
ponement of the meeting of the Medical Asso- 
ciation, under the hope that another twelve 
month would so far terminate our unhappy 
national difficulties, that many of our Southern 
brethren would be ready to co-operate with us 
in carrying forward an enterprise in which we 
have been hitherto mutually interested. We 
chose to believe that the omission of the meet- 
ing would do away with the implication that the 
Association had become in any way sectional, 
and the omission of its. volume of Yearly Trans- 
actions would annul the record which would 
otherwise be made to this effect. 
sentiments of our Southern confréres, as uttered 
at the last meeting of the Association, and at 
the Quarantine and Sanitary Convention in 
Boston, still rang in our ears and burned in our 
hearts. We were unwilling to believe them 
false or insincere, and we looked wistfully for- 
ward to the time when the great incubus upon 
us should be.broken, and the bonds of profes- 
sional brotherhood should be restored. We 
yearningly held to the friendships we had 
formed. But the conflict has been more pro- 
tracted than was anticipated, and it is still 
uncertain when it will terminate. However re- 
luctantly, it behooves us to go forward like men, 
like the representatives of a great and powerful 


The patriotic 


nation. It becomes us to demonstrate to our- 
selves and to the world, that we have the ability 
to carry forward all our national institutions, and 
that, with the same ability and energy as if we 
had suffered no loss. We therefore advocate the 
meeting of the American Medcal Association, 
at Chicago, and bespeak for the meeting a full 
atteniance. We propose that hereafter it shall 
suffer no interruption in its annual meetings, and 
when the time comes that our Southren brethren 


‘can and will unite with us, we are confident there 
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will be no disposition to allude to political strife, 
but that there will be a cordial greeting, and a 
remembrance only of the pleasant days of the 
past. But the American Medical Association 
must go forward to the accomplishment of its 
mission. 

Another important action of the Society was 
by a report of a eommittee appointed to take 
The 
bill just passed Congress is calculated to reform 
this shockingly bad department of the service, if 
it is properly carried out, but the committee 
were of opinion that it is in the power of the 
Governor, by the appointment of Medical Agents 
at Washington, to provide additional means for 
the sick and wounded while being transferred to 
their homes, and they recommended that Drs. 
Joun Swinsurne and S. D. Wi.tarp be a com- 
mittee to present this subject to the Governor. 
We understand that his Excellency has been ad- 
vised of the appointment of the committee, and a 


into consideration the ambulance service. 


time for an interview with him has been specified. 
The object is a difficult one to attain; it needs 
systematic and persistent effort ; it needs money, 
money; it needs the right men, with the graces 
of an angel, to avoid collision with the authori- 
The subject. presents ques- 
In the 
transportation of wounded men from Washing- 
ton to New York, they are obliged to ride 
upright, in filthy inconvenient cars, without 


ties at Washington. 
tions almost impossible to control. 


cushions or pillows, and are jostled over the 
changes made on the way with no aid, or only 
that of some friend who has sought them out 
from the hospital. How is this to. be remedied ? 
It is grossly wrong. A sleeping car should be 
attached to every train for the comfort of 
wounded soldiers, and they should be brought 
through without change. How can this be done? 
Soldiers, when badly wounded and discharged at 
Washington; should be furnished with transpor- 
tation to the place where they enlisted. How 
shall this be accomplished? But greater ques- 
tions then these arise, relative to savine or 
timss after battle. What stringent measures 
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can be adopted to accomplish this? We wish 
the committee success in its labors. 

We reserve for our next issue some remarks 
on the address of Dr. Hun, the President of the 
Society. In the meantime, our readers will find 
in our report of the proceedings of the Society 
in this number, an abstract of his address. 





MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY. 

This Society held its Ninety-seventh Annual 
Meeting in Jersey Citly, on the 27th and 28th ult. 
The place of meeting was less central than it 
has heretofore been, yet the attendance was full, 





and its transactions spirited .and interesting, 
| Delegates were present, and cordially welcomed, 
‘from the State Societies of New York, Penn- 
'sylvania, and Connecticut. 

The report of the Standing Committee was 
|read by the Chairman, Dr. Wickes, of Orange, 
‘and was, as it always is, one of the leading fea- 
| tures of the meetiag. The system adopted by 
| this Society, and under which this Committee is 
appointed, is an admirable one, and its workings 
‘for the last few years have been rendered more 
efficient by making its Chairman a permanent 
officer of the Society. The increased facilities 
thus secured for geaching the sources of infor- 
mation concerning the general health of the 
State and matters of general medical interest, 
tend to give interest and value to the annual 
reports, and create a bond of sympathy between 
the Society and the members of the profession 
throughout the State, P 

The Society is approachicg its centennial -an- 
niversary, and we find that it is shaping its 
arrangements with reference to that event. It 
is expected that the Society will then assemble 
in Newark, the largest city of the State, and it 
is designed to make the occasion worthy of a 
Medical Society, first of any other come of age. 
May we be there to see! 

The following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year. 

Turo. R. Varick, Pres’t. 

FE. M. Hunt, First Vice Pres’t. 

Asr. Cores, Second Vice Pres’t. 

B. R. Bateman, Third Vice Pres’t. 

T. J. Corson, Corresponding Secretary. 

Ww. Pirrson, Recording Secretary. 

J. 8. Enenisu, Treasurer. 


Standing Committee—Sreruen Wickes, Ch'n: 
Tuos. Ryerson, R. M. Cooper. , 





On the evening of the 28th the members of 
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the Society enjoyed the elegant hospitalities of 
Dr. T. R. Varricx, when they met in social re- 
union with many of the members of the profes- 
sion of Jersey City and New York. 

We regret that we failed to procure the 


minutes of the meeting so as to publish them in. 


full in our columns. It is the first time for many 
years that these minutes have not been published 
in this Journal, We trust the omission will not 
again occur. 

The Society meets next year at Camden. — 


————- 3+ @ -e 


NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


Poisoned by Rye Coffee.—A family in Brook- 
lyn was recently poisoned, to all appearance, from 
using rye coffee. Dr. Bauer, as Health Officer, 
was called upon to investigate the case. The 
poisoned family consisted of a gentleman, his wife, 
two daughters, a son and a servant, Dr, Baver 
details the following symptoms as observed by 
him. 

“One of the young ladies was very sick ; her 
face was bloated and disfigured like the dropsy ; 
her eye-lids were greatly distended and could 
scarcely be opened ; her eye-balls were bloodshot, 
and the pupils considerably dilated ; she was then 
under violent fever and very restless; she com- 
plained of headache and great dizziness ; she was 
tortured by frightful dreams and became at times 
delirious ; besides this there was great pain in 
the back and extremities, the latter were more- 
over benumbed ; she was very weak, either from 
the effects of the alleged poison or from the pre- 
vailing copious diarrhea, or from both con- 
jointly.” 

Dr. Baver procured some rye coffee from the 
same source as that used by the family, and ad- 
ministered it to a dog, with the following result. 

“The animal exhibited great restlessness and 
weakness; his movements and position were in- 
firm ; his pulse rose within an hour from 100 to 
160, and even, for a short time, to 172 per 
minute ; pupils became dilated ; he was evidently 
sick at the stomach; very thirsty, and had fre- 
quent and painful passages from the bowels.” 

As these poisonous symptoms were not con- 
fined to a single family, and as all were traced to 
a common source ; it is probable that by accident 
a particular lot of prepared rye coffee had some 
deleterious substance mixed with it, or, possibly 
it was exposed to some peculiar chemical change 
in preparing it. There is too much rye used in 
this country without any ill-effect following,. to 
allow any other supposition. We never heard of 

oL. IX—19, 20-a 
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an instance in this eountry of the ill-effects of 
ergot of rye that are said to follow its use ip 
Europe. . 


Error—Surgeon D. D. Oxarx, 82d Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, reported as dropped from the 
rolls in an order signed by the Adjutant General 
and published in the Reporter of November 29- 
December 3d, was honorably discharged from the 
U. 8. service on account of an injury received 
while in service. The date of his discharge, 
which has beén shown to us, is November 2lst, 
1862. 

A similar error has occurred in the case of 
Dr. D. B. Dorsey, of Springfield, Ohio, late 
Surgeon of the 3d Virginia Infantry, who is 
reported by the Assistant Adjutant General 
as having been dropped from the rolls for ab- 
senting himself without leave. Dr. Dorsky was 
regularly discharged on account of disability 
after very arduous service in the campaigns of 
Generals Milroy, Fremont and Pope, including 
all the military movements from Elkwater by 
Cheat mountain, Alleghany Camp, Monterey, 
McDowell, Franklin, Moorefield, Strasburg, the 
Jackson chase up the valley, Cross Keys, Sperry- 
ville, and on to Cedar Mountain. 

Dr. Dorsey, furthermore states, that he has 
ealled the attention of the proper officials to the 
injustice done him, but that no official notice has 
been taken of it. 

Such errors as the above ought not to occur. 
They are exceedingly unjust and annoying to 
honorable men who have been disabled in the ser- 
vice of their country. These cases were not 
quite as bad, however, as that of an officer who 
was dishonorably discharged for desertion, when 
in fact, he had been killed in battle some months 
before. 


Military Hospitals closed.—_The Government 
seems to be concentrating the sick and wounded 
soldiers into large hospitals, and closing some of 
the smaller ones. In Washington, some of the 
churches and other buildings that were used as 
hospitals have been vacated, and in this city, 
since the Chestnut. Hill hospital was opened, 
three of the smaller hospitals have been per- 
manently closed, viz., the Fifth and Buttonwood 
street, T'wenty-second and Wood street, and the 
Catharine street. One effect of reducing the 
number of hospitals, will be to reduce the enor- 
mous expenditures of the Government in. this 
direction... ,.- .* 
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Hospital Visitor.—Governor Bucxincuam, of 
Connecticut, has appointed Dr. Witu1am H. 
Coceswett as visitor to the hospitals in Wash- 
ington, Baltimore, Philadelphia and New York, 
to look after the welfare of sick and wounded 
Connecticut soldiers. 


Unprofessional Conduct.—A correspondent, 
Surgeon of a regiment in the Army of the Po- 
tomac, writes as follows: “ I was suddenly taken 
sick in Washington about the 10th of this month, 
(January). In two weeks, my expenses had 
feached $175. The doctor that attended me 
boarded at the same hotel. The first visit he 
made me—from one room to another—and stay- 
ing about an hour, he charged $15, and other 
visits in the same proportion.” 


Tobacco as an Army Ration.—We are very 
sorry to observe a recommendation from the 
War Department to add tobacco to the army 
rations. Besides being a shameful waste of 
money, we believe the sanitary effects would be 
injurious, It.would make our army an army 
of tobacco-chewers and smokers. 


Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Trou, N. Y. 
This flourishing and well managed Institution 
still offers the attractions of science, while the 
country is distracted with application of one 
branch, the science of war. 

The Graduating class of the last year numbered 
nine ; the number of pupils attending the present 
session is sixty-seven. Many of the former 
graduates are now occupying elevated and re- 
sponsible positions, and reflecting honor on their 
preceptors, and on their own labors. 

The course of instruction is well selected, 
thorough, and extended, and military science is 
not neglected. 

Important and liberal additions to the Appa- 
ratus and Library will soon be made. The 
\ ,Apparatus will be mostly from Europe. A 
complete Catalogue of Graduates will soon be 
published, to which we refer our readers. 


Medical History of the Philadephia Alms- 
house—We are very glad that Dr. Aarew’s 
address at the opening of the Clinical Lectures 
in the Philadelphia Hospital has been published. 
It was the result of a great deal of research, and 
will prove valuable for future reference in all 
that pertains to the medical history of this Hos- 
pital. 
The record is an exceedingly interesting and 
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varied one. Some of the most distinguished 
names in our profession in this country, have 
been associated with this Hospital, and the pa- 
tience and long-suffering of the profession has 
been sorely tried by the frequent changes in the 


‘policy of the Boards of Guardians, especially 


while they were guided in their actions rather by 
the dictates of political expediency, than by a 
desire to advance the true interests of the insti- 
tution. It has never had a better organization 
than it enjoys at this time. 


Bedford's Obstetrics—The success of this 
work has been traly remarkable, a copy of the 
Third Edition having come to hand. 

->+@>+e— 
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DILATATION OF THE STOMACH. 
PuILaDEvpaia, January, 1863. 

Messrs. Eptrors :—Having, in the practice of 
my profession, met with several cases of this 
disease, so peculiar in its nature, so rare in its 
occurrence, and of which I can find no record in 
books, J have thought that a brief outline of its 
characters might not be uninteresting to you and 
your readers. A prominent swelling occupying 
the surface of the epigastrium, soft and elastic 
to the feel, and often excessively tender to the 
touch, so tender as to make the pressure of the 
clothing too painful to be borne, first attracts 
the attention. No external redness, nor symptoms 
of inflammation did I find either on the surface, 
or within. The appetite, in general, was good, 
but food, especially solid food, caused pain and 
acid eructations. The bowels, excepting in one 
case, which supervened upon af attack of chronic 
diarrhea, were costive. Tenderness of the spine 
was present in all of the cases. I could detect 
no organic disease of the structures within, nor 
any obstruction at the pyloric orifice to account 
for it. Neither had they been accustomed to 
the drinking of large draughts of any liquid, so 
often the cause of ordinary dilatation; most of 
my cases occurring in young females, otherwise 
in the enjoyment of good health. Two cases 
were in men of a nervous temperament, one just 
recovering from an obstinate attack of chronic 
diarrhoea, the other convaleseing from a danger- 
ous attack of typhoid fever. At present I have 
two other cases in men whose attack supervened 
upon a severe injury of the part. Ina case of a 
young girl of about 13 years of age, the coats of 
the intestines were also involved, the whole 





I i i i i i, il ee ek ee ek Cl lll ll 


-_ 


- 
8 
a 
s 
d 
B 
c 
e 
e 
8 
8 
ey 
i, 
d 


Fes. 7,14; 1863, 


abdomen being very much distended, projecting 
at the sides so much 48 to give it a pyriform 
shape as she stood up, the whole surface being 
excessively sensitive to the touch. What is the 
cause of this abnormal condition, and bow can it 
be explained? That it is not due to inflamma- 
tion is evident from the absence of the character- 
istic symptoms, and from the fact that ordinary 
cases of acute, subacute, or chronic gastritis are 
not attended with dilatation, at least to any 
extent. 

If not dependent upon inflammation, what then 
is its cauge? It is owing, I believe, to a partial 
paralysis of the coats of the stomach from a neu- 
ralgic condition, compelling them to yield to the 
pressure of the gases within, just as a neuralgic 
condition of a part destroys for a time, to an ex- 
tent, the use of that part. The absence of all 
symptoms of inflammation, its occurrence in 
young females, or in males of a nervous tempera- 
ment just recovering from exhausting diseases, 
or from the shock of a direct injury of the part, 
the spinal tenderness, and excessive sensibility of 
the surface, all convince me of its neuralgic 
character. Why neuralgia attacks one part in 
one person, and another in another we cannot 
explain, but of the fact we are aware. Perhaps 
a neuralgic predisposition may be existing at the 
time, only wanting an attack of indigestion, no 
matter how slight, or an injury of the part, to 
develope it there; just as we find persons of a 
gouty predisposition from imprudence in eating» 
or an injury of a part have gout directed to that 
quarter. Acting upon this principle, I felt con- 
vinced that the indications to be pursued were, 
if possible, to lessen or remove the undue sensi- 
bility, to restore the lost tone, and to keep the 
bowels open, to prevent the distension by the 
forces within. With this view, I directed the 
following pill; Argent. oxyd., ext. nuc. vomice, 
pulv. aloe socot., 43 gr. ss., three times a day: 
kept constantly applied to the epigastrium, a 
cloth spread with the following ointment; Ex- 
tract. bellad. Zi. pulv. opii. Zi, cerat. simplex, Zi: 
and used counter-irritation now and then to the 
spine. Under this treatment my cases have re- 
covered, or are recovering: With the hope that 
these few suggestions in reference to this anoma- 
lous, but interesting affection may elicit more 
information, I have again trespassed upon your 
attention. 


JosepH Kuapp, 
Physician to the Department of the Digestive 
Organs, Howard Hospital, Philadelphia, 
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CAUSE OF EPILEPSY. . 
} Pawapevenis, January, 1863, 

Messrs. Eprrors:—In the six causes of Epi- 
lepsy, already enumerated, namely, gluttony, 
drunkenness, self-abuse, excessive venery, pre- 
cocity and overtasking the brawn, and wilfulness, 
I have given such as the patients themselves can 
control. These are self-induced causes; con- 
sequently, the patients are without excuse. 

There are other causes over which they have 
not a similar jurisdiction. The one to be consi- 
dered in this paper is Vermes, or worms, 

There are animals in the human body. These 
are, generally, in the form of worms; and, of 
these, there are various kinds. Those inhabiting 
the interior cavities and passages are called en- 
tozoa ; while those that live on the outside are 
denominated ectozoa. We have reason to be- 
lieve that there are as many species of parasitic 
animals, as there are animals themselves. Inthe 
human family, there are many varieties, while 
several infest the large mammalia. Some of them 
are found in the mucous passages; some in the, 
brain, in muscles, especially, in all the voluntary 
muscles, Some of them produce ova, so small 
as to circulate in the blood; those that are the 
most common and best known inhabit the alimen- 
tary canal. 


Of these, the Ascaris Lumbricotdes, the com- 
mon, long, round worm may be named first. They 
are characterized by a small head, with a trian- 
gular mouth, around which are three oblong tu- 
bercules or prominences. They feed on chyle, 
and, sometimes, grow to a foot in length. They 
reproduce their kind like most land-animals. 
They do not necessarily cause sickness, and sel- 
dom cause convulsions; and still more seldom 
do they cause epilepsy. Still, [ have seen cases 
where they have produced convulsions of an ep#- 
lepteform character. 

The presence of these worms is indicated by 
startings in sleep, itching of the nose, disgust of 
food, irregular appetite, diarrhoea, foul breath, 
irregular exacerbation of fever, emaciation, and, 
sometimes, especially in children, convulsions ; the 
belly is tumefied, and the eyes sunken. They 
maintain their position by a constant effort on 
{their part. Still, they are sometimes passed by 
the anus, and have been known to crawl out of 
the mouth. 

Next, I may name the oxyuris vermicularis, 
ascaralles, maw, or pin worm. This worm is 
seldom more than half ap inch in length. Its 
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tail ends in a fine point. It produces its ova 
from small orifices on the neck. It is a terrible 
scourge to children. It is always most trouble- 
some at night. Usually, they are confined to the 
rectum ; but, sometimes, they are higher up in 
the bowels; and I have seen them in bunches 
like clusters of grapes in a subject around the 
liver, and in the cecum. Their periodicity, their 
quiescence during the day, and their active lives 
dre very peculiar. It is probable that each 
colony, that appears, is the offspring of the 
preceding. Though they are very small, and, ap- 
parently, “a feeble folk,” yet they often greatly 
disturb the nervous system.’ They much more 
frequently cause epzleptiform convulsions than 
the class of vermes first named. I have had 
several patients in whom no other cause for the 
convulsions could be found; and, where there 
was pretty good evidence that they did cause 
them, from the fact, that, when they were de- 
stroyed, the convulsions disappeared. 

Then, there is the Tricocephalus. This is 
small at one end, and not large at the other. 
The head is at the smaller end. The body is long; 
say, two inches. This worm is rarely seen in this 
country ; but is very common in Europe. It 
usually inhabits the cecum. 

Then, there is the Strongylus Gigas. This has 
a large head, with six tubercles, a small tail, and 
is shaped like a funnel. Its color is red. Its 
residence is in the kidney. Its presence is very 
difficult to diagnosticate, unless one or more have 
been expelled. They are sometimes passed by 
the urethra in large numbers. They often cause 
serious trouble. 

Then, there is the Filaria, or Guinea-worm— 
very long, very slender, peculiar to a warm 
climate, and found, chiefly, in the flesh of the 
negro. When about to appear, a little pimple is 
first seen, which goes on till it bursts, when the 
animal appears. If seized, and an attempt is 
made to draw him out, he is broken, and consid- 
erable inflammation follows. 


- 

Then, there is the-Trichina, which dwells in 
the voluntary muscles. This animal lies coiled 
up in a bag, about the size of the nit of the louse. 
A small piece of muscle has been known to con- 
tain hundreds of them. They are not found in 
the muscles of organic life. Not much is known 
of their symptoms. They are not often found in 
this country. 

All these vermes have a cylindrical form. 

‘Then, there are worms less perfectly organized. 
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Among these we find the Tensa, or Tape-worm. 
Of these, there are two species, first, the Tenia 
Solium. We know him by the joints expelled; 
and, what is very peculiar, the joints are broader 
than they are long; but may be pulled out toa 
greater length than breadth. The head of this 
worm is‘so very small that it requires microscopic 
examination. It has four fenestra with a mouth, 
surrounded by circular rays; and two lateral 
passages extend from the head through the whole 
body. This worm is found not in the human 
species only, but also in other animals. 

Then, we have the Tenza-lata or brogd tape- 
worm. It has a very small head, and we cannot 
be certain of the final relief of the patient, till thes 
is expelled. This species has a long slender neck, 
terminated in a broad body, jointed with tubes in 
the middle ; while in the Tenia Solium, these 
tubes are found in the edges of the tape. This 
species of the tape-worm is found in cold coun- 
tries only. It does not cast off joints like the 
other. Constant vomiting is a prominent symp- 
tom where this species of worm is present ; while, 
in the other species, the symptoms are sense of 
weight, irritation of the rectum and, by sym- 
pathy with the nervous centres, convulsions. 

Then, we find the cysticercus, with a crown 
surrounded with rays, and the excedewrys. 
These two seem to be but imperfect forms of the 
tape-worm. It is said to take three generations 
to form the tape-worm. 

Then, there is the Hydatid, a bladder without 
ahead. The cist is an independent organism. 
These hydatids are found in all parts of the body. 
Not much is known of their life or treatment. 

**Thus worms suit all conditions ; 
Misers are muck-worms, 
Silk-worms, beaus, 

And Death watches, physicians.” 

This is a melancholy reflection upon our poor 
bodies, and should be laid to heart by all, espe- 
cially, by the timorously nice creature who 
shrinks away in disdain from the pertinacious 
beggar in whose dirty clothes and matted hair, 
nestle herds of “small deer,” forgetful that she 
may carry in her own person equally numerous 
herds; the only difference being that Ads are 
ectozoa while hers are entozoa. It should be 
added, -however, that not one case in twenty, 
where worms are supposed to exist, turns out to 
be worms. It has not come within my present 
plan to give any treatment for vermes. 

I may add, in conclusion, that any class of 
these vermes may produce convulsions; and, 
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when we consider the intimate connexion of the 
periphery or ramifications of the nerves, and how 
often the mere wounding of these produces 
tetanus, we should not be surprised, (where 
worms exist,) to find convulsions of an epilepti- 
form kind, especially, in children. The two 
classes of worms in which, from a long experi- 
ence, I have found to cause these convalsions the 
most frequently, are the pin and the ¢ape-worm. 
Wm. M. Cornett, M. D. 
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Hovse or Representatives, Feb. 4, 1863. 


Military Hospital and Ambulance Corps.— 
Mr. McPuerson from the Military Committee, 
sspertes a bill in relation to the military hospi- 
tals and providing for the organization of an am- 
bulance corps. He said a number of soldiers had 
been detailed from the army to perform hospital 
and ambulance service. This bill would return 
them to their regiments. It authorized. the per- 
manent enlistment of 20,000 men fur the perfor- 
mance of such duties. A Colonel is provided as 
- the head of the corps, with a First Lieutenant 
for every hundred men, a Sergeant for every 
twenty men and a Corporal for every ten men, 
The bill was recommended by the Secretary of 
War, Quartermaster-General and Surgeon-Gen- 
eral, and was so drawn up as. to avoid all collision 
among these officers. Passed. 


. Hospital Fund.—Surgeon-General’s Office, 
Washington City, D. C., Jan. 30, 1863. 

1. In consequence of the great and improper 
latitude which many persons have allowed them- 
selves in the administration of the Hospital 
Fund, the at instructions are issued defi- 
ning the articles for which alone the Hospital 
Fund may be expended: 

The hospital fund may be expended for the 
purchase of 

1. Food, solid or fluid, to be used for the diet 
of the sick, and not furnished by the Commissary 
Department or Medical Department. 

2. Articles to be used in either the prepara- 
tion or serving of the food, embracing principally 
cooking utensils and table furniture, and not fur- 
nished by the Quartermaster’s Department or 
Medical Department. 

3. Gas, oil, and other means of illumination, 
to be bought instead of candles, which are part 
of the soldier’s rations. 

Experiments has been carefully and thoroughly 
made in a number of our best regulated hospitals, 
as to the capatity of the hospital fund to support 
& proper diet table for the sick, 

eports from these hospitals are unanimous in 
the testimony that the cost of supplying such a 
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diet exceeds the value of the hospital ration, 
and hence all expenditures for objects of less 
importance than a liberal diet are acts of injus- 
tice to the sick soldier. 

II. Upon the receipt of this circular, a return 
will be made to this office, by surgeons in charge 
of hospitals, of all articles of a nature uot im- 
mediately perishable, which have been purchased 
from the hospital fund, and which are now in use 
in the hospitals under their charge. 

This return will be made in a form similar to 
the returns of hospital furniture now required, 
and will be made Lereafter quarterly, upon the 
last day of March, June, September and De- 
cember. f 

Medical officers will be required to account 
strictly to this Department for all such articles as 
may be purchased from the hospital fund. 

The accompanying circular, received from the 
Commissary-General of Subsistence, is furnished 
for the information and guidance of medical of- 


ficers. 
W. A. Hammonp, 
Surgeon-General. 


Orders.—War Department, Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s Office, Washington, January 13, 1862.— 
Special Orders, No. 50.—[Extract.]—10. The 
following assigament is made of Medical officers: 


Surgeon Essen Swirr, United States Army, 
now Medical Director Department of the Cum- 
berland, to report to the Medical Director at 
Baltimore for duty in the General Hospital at 
Chester, Penn. 

Surgeon J. L. LeConrr, United States Vol+ 
unteers, now in charge of the General Hospital 
at Chester, Penn., to report to the Assistant 
Surgeon-General at St. Louis, Mo., for duty as 
Acting Medical Director. 

Surgeon B. J. D. Irwin, United States Army, 
Medical Director of the Army of the Southwest 
to relieve Surgeon H. R. Wirts, United States 
Army, as Superintendent of Hospitals at Mem- 
phis, Tenn., the latter, on being relieved, to pro- 
ceed to Madison, Wis., and relieve Surgeon W. 
J. Stoan, United States Army, in his duties as 
Medical Director Department Northwest. 

Assistant Surgeon Wm. T. Oxit, United 
States Army, now on duty in the General Hos- 
pital, Chester, Penn., to report to the Assistant 
Surgeon-General at St. Louis, Mo. 

By order of the Secretary of War, 

° L. Tuomas, Adjutant-General. 


Promotion—Assistant Surgeon Joun F. 
Ranvo.ru of the Regular Army, to be Surgeon, 
Aug. 27, 1862, vice DeCamp, retired. 


Assignment.—Dr. A. Burt, Jr., Second As- 
sistant Surgeon of the 139th New York Volun- 
teers, has been assigned to the U. 8. General 
Hospital under charge of, Dr. E. McCuextan, 
near Hampton, Va. 


Dismissed.—Surgeon T. M. Hixt, of the 27th 
Connecticut Volunteers, has been dishonorably 





| dismissed the U. 8. Service, 
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War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, 
Washington, January 23, se Sag 
17. So much of Special Orders No. 251, as 
mustered Assistant-Surgeon W. F. Swarm, 
Kighty-fourth New York Volunteers,(Fourteenth 
N.Y. 8. M.,) out of service, is hereby amended 
so as to discharge him from the service as a 
supernumerary officer, to date Nov. 15, 1862. 

y order of the Secretary of War. 
L. Tuomas, Adjutant-General. 


Deduction of Pay.—War Department, Adju- 
tant-General’s Office, Washington, January 24, 
1863. 

The Paymaster-General, U. S. A. 

Sir: By direction of the Secretary of War, 
on application to the Surgeon-General, you are 
hereby authorized to deduct from the pay of of- 
ficers treated in hospitals, seventy-five cents per 
day, while they are so treated, which amount will 
be credited to the Medical Department, to be 
used for the maintenance of those hospitals. 

I am, very respectfally, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) L. Tuomas, Adjutant-General. 


Revocation of an Order.—War Department, 
Adjutant-General’s Office, Washington, January 
27, 1863.—[Extract.]—Special Orders, No. 43. 
—7. So much of Special Orders, No. 10, current 
series, as revoked the muster into service of As- 
sistant-Surgeon E. 8S. Scnumo, Second New 
York Volunteers, is hereby rescinded, and he is 
honorably discharged the service, to date Jan. 8, 
1863, he having produced evidence of service to 
the Government for which he received pay to 
include Dec. 31, 1862. 

By order of the Secretary of War, 

L. Tuomas, Adjutant-General. 


Board of Naval Surgeons—A Board of 
Navai Surgeons will convene at the Naval Asy- 
lum, Philadelphia, on Monday, the 2d of March, 
1863, for the examination of such Candidates for 
Admission to the Medical Corps of the Navy as 
may present themselves. 

The Board will consist of Surgeons Jas. M. 
Greene, Wasnincton Sueaman, and Puttip 
LansDALe. 
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THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
CHLOROFORM, 
How Far ts a Physician Liable —— 
Resulting from its Application 

Bogle vs. Winslow.— This case was tried in 
the District Court of this city, and has attracted 
a good deal of attention. The following is the 
charge of Judge Hare to the jury in the case : 


The facts in this case, as produced by the tes- 
timony, are few and simple. 

Beginning in the order of time, the best and 
most natural order, we learn the following facts: 

Nearly a year since, the plaintiff, a driver on 
the Tenth and Eleventh-streets Railway, was 
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thrown from his car by a kick of a vicious mare, 
his head striking a tree-box as he fell. He was 
picked up insensible, and carried into the office 
of Dr. Bisuop, who found him sothe time after- 
wards but partially recovered, the unconscious- 
ness being probably due to the blow on the head. 
He left the office some two hours thereafter and 
returned to work the next day. There is no evi- 
dence that he was ill afterwards, while there is 
no precise record of his symptoms, We next find 
him complaining of the toothache, and going to 
Dr. Wixstow’s office with the express purpose of 
having teeth extracted under the influence of 
chloroform. The chloroform was administered, 
but did not operate as soon as usual, exciting 
rather than tranquilizing, the patient, and caus- 
ing resistance. Insensibility—the object re- 
quired—having been finally obtained, Dr. W1ns- 
Low performed the operation the chloroform 
being administered from time to time on symp- 
toms of returning consciousness. ‘The patient 
walked home a short time afterwards, complain- 
ing of dizziness, and of a tendency to totter—no 
unusual effects of chloroform or of partial intox- 
ication. He reached home, and still complained 
bat was not incapacitated jfrom performing his 
work until Thursday night, when he was struck 
with partial paralysis, whose effects have not yet 
disppeared, 

The question at issue is whether this is attri- 
butable to the neglect of Dr. Winstow. 

The defendant is not answerable unless two 
things appear. First—‘‘That he was guilty of 
neglect or want of skill in administering chloro- 
form,” and second, “That the disease which 
followed was the result of this remedy.” _— 

On the first point it has been well said that 
the negligence must exist either in the use of the 
remedy itself orin its unskilful application. The 
highest medical evidence has been brought to 
bear on the point, and a number of surgeons ex- 
amined, who all, with one exception, testify that 
chloroform is an acceptable and proper agent 
even in minor surgery, sanctioned by science and 
experience, Dr. Gross being especially distinct 
and clear that chloroform may be used with pro- 
priety, not only in capital operations or where 
the pain is likely to be severe, but to obviate the 
comparatively trifling suffering from the extract- 
ing of a tooth or the opening of a bile. 

he evidence shows also that Dr. W. is skilful 
in his profession, and especially conversant with 
the administration of chloroform, being called 
upon by eminent surgeons to give it for them, 
This.in the absence of proof, affords a presump- 
tion in favor of his skill in the particular instance 
in question. There is nothing from which mal- 
practice can be inferred, except the length of 


time during which it was used, and the quantity © 


made use of, the time being longer and the quan- 
tity given greater than is ordinarily necessary to 
produce the effect ; but the scientific men who 
have been examined have declared that the 
amount of the dose, and the prolongation of its 
influence, not productive of danger unless 
there is a want of proper care, 
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Testimony of this sort ought to have great 
weight with the jury, and be decisive, unless 
there is something to overthrow its force. 

We know nothing of the effects of the agents 
of this description, except from experience, and 
the records of that experience are to be found 
in scientific works, and the evidence of the men 
who have made the subject their study. 

The jury are, however, to decide on the last 
resort ; but even if they doubt the safety of the 
agent employed, there is stilla consideration of 
the highest reason which they ought not to dis- 
regard. Allscience is the result of a voyage of 
exploration, and the science of medicine can 
hardly be said to have yet reached the shore. 
Men must be guided, therefore, by what is pro- 
bably true, ps are not responsible for the ig- 
norance of the absolute truth which is not known. 

If a medical practitioner resorts to the ac- 
knowledged proper sources of information—if he 
sits at the feet of masters of high reputation, 
and does as they have taught him, “ he has done 
his duty and should not be made answerable for 
the evils which may result from errors in the in- 
struction which he has received. Medical opinion 
varies from time totime. What is taught at one 
period may be discovered to be erroneous at 
another, but he who acts according to the best- 
known authority, is a skilful practitioner, although 
that authority should lead him, in some respects, 
wrong. He will then have done all that he can,” 
all that is given to man to do, and may leave the 
result, without self-reproach, in the hands of a 
higher Power. 

If, however, you should decide that chloroform 
was an improper agent, or that it was eroneously 
administered in this instance, you will then have 
to consider whether the paralysis was the result 
of its administration. 

Scientific evidence has been adduced on this 
point also, to show that paralysis is not a natural 
or even a possible consequence from giving chloro- 
form. 

Dr. Gross has said that there is no parallel be- 
-tween that remedy and opium, and that a persis- 
tent use of one may be safe, when that of the 
other would not; and we can readily believe this, 
because chloroform, being administered externally 
and volatile may be dissipated while repeated doses 
of opium would accumulate in the system and act 
at last with accumulated force. Doctors Gross, 
Gopparp, BisHor, and Sxiiterw all thought that 
ogy em could not result from chloroform, whilst 

rs. Loncsnore and Harseson were of the op- 
posite opinion. But the case cited by Dr. Harse- 
son may have been owing to the malady or the 
operation employed to extirpate the tumor, and 
not to the chloroform used to lull the pain. Here, 
as before, you may look to a general considera- 
ation to aid your decision on the irre evi- 
dence. There is a great variety of temperaments 


among men, upon which, as we learn in the sci- 
entific books in evidence, chloroform produces 
very different effects. 

f we were to traverse the whole circle of 
mankind we might possibly find, even among 
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healthy men, some one who could be paralyzed 
by its influence, or if not, still among the nu- 
merous diseases with which man is afflicted there 
may occur peculiar conditions of the system in 
which chloroform may tend to paralysis. 

This topic is noirrevelant, because the medical 
testimony here is, that the severe blow on the 
head received by the plaintiff might have pro- 
duced a latent disease only requiring some excit- 
ing cause to rouse it to activity. 

If the plaintiff was from previous circumstances 
predisposed to paralysis it might well happen that 
the extraction of his teeth without the chloro- 
form or the use of chloroform without “the ex- 
traction, would bring on a paralytic attack. 

Even if this was the case, still it would not 
be just to make the defendant answerable for 
consequences which he could not foresee, which 
were not the ordinary or probable results of what 
he did. 

He was only bound to look to what was na- 
tural and probable, to what might reasonably be 
anticipated. There-is nothing to show that he 
was made acquainted with the accident that had 
befallen the plaintiff, or had any reason to suppose 
that there was greater danger in his case than 
that of other men. Unless some such guard is 
thrown around the physician, his judgment may 
be clouded or his confidence shaken by the dread 
of responsibility at the critical moment, when it 
is all important that he should retain the free 
and undisturbed enjoyment of his faculties in 
order to use them for the benefit of the patient. 

The jury returned a verdict for defendant, 


Government Hospitals in Philadelphia and 
vicinity.—The following statement will show the 
condition of the Hospitals that report to Sur- 
geon Wm. S. Kina, the Medical Director of this 
Department, for the week ending January 30th. 


to duty. 


Hospitals. 


No. Returned 


Harrisburg ..4....+ 

Readin 8 16 
West Philadelphia..251 2650 
Episcopal 1 ! 
16th and Filbert. 

66th and Vine..... 
Camac’s Woods...... 4 
Summit House..... 27 
St. Joseph’s........ 6 
24th and Sonth.... -23 
Catharine Street... 4 
Fifth Street......... 22 
Wood Street........ 10 
Islington Lane.... 3 
Master Street...... 25 4 
Turner’s Lane...... 29 209 0 
Germantown ....... 51 550 1 
Hestonville.......... 5 172 017 
Chester........+.... 69 945 1 71 
12th & Buttonwood 9 152 47 2 
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Broad and Cherry.. 32 
Wilmington......... 4 
Christian Street..... 
Fourth and George 
Citizens’ ........0000 
Race Street......... 
Chestnut Hill..... —2197 — — —— 
Nicetown ...,...-. —1400 — — —— 


Death of Surgeon Gotwold.—Among the 
dead in the recent attack by the rebel iron-clads 


on the Government blockading vessels off 
Charleston harbor, will be found the name of 
Surgeon Jacos A. Gorwo.p, of the K-ystone 
State. Dr. Gorwotp was a native of Pennsylva- 
nia, and not more than twenty-five years of age. 
He met his death from the steam which escaped 
from the exploded chimney, as he was between 
decks, engaged in dressing the injuries of the. 
wounded. His body was found in a sitting pos- 
ture, his hands grasping a piece of lint which he 
was about to apply to one of the injured sailors. 
His death, like that of all the others resulting 
from scalds, must have been instantaneous, 


436 2 0 190 288 





Answers to Correspondents. 


Dr. 0. M. T., Maine.—The price of Mott’s Surgical Clinics 
is $1. Enclose us the money and we will send it to you. We 
have written you in reference to the numbers, and vaccine 
virus, which we always make good. 

Dr. H. B., Penn.—The prices of the works you mention are 
as follows: Paine’s Institutes of Medicine, $3; Types of Man- 
kind, $5; Indigenous Races, $5. We will forward them on 
receipt of price. 





MARRIED. 


Datron—Cotpury.—In Cambridge, Mass., on Saturday, 
February 7, at Christ Church, by Rev. Dr. Hoppin, Surgeon 
Edward B. Dalton, Army of the Potomac, and Sarah Horton, 
youngest daughter of the late Warren Colburn. 

DetwiLeEr—LonGacre.—On Tuesday evening, January 27th, 

by Rev. Joseph H. Hendricks, at his residence, Freeland, 
Montgomery Co., Pa , Dr. Samuel B. Detwiler, of Earlisville, 
Lancaster Co., Pa., and Miss Fannie H. Longacre, of Upper 
Providence, Montgomery Co., Pa. 
* Lopste1n—Hopxins.—Near Felton, Del., January 20, by 
Rev. W. M. Waruer, I. E. Lobstein, M. D., of Greensborough, 
Caroline county, Md., and Miss Debbie A. Hopkins, of Kent 
county, Del. 


——2s.—o———_—_ 
DIED. . 
—December 7th, Mr. James Penney, of the One- 


Pern 
hundredth Penna. Volunteers, son of D: 
Elizabeth, Pa.. aged 21 years. 

U.xica.—On the morning of the 8th instant, in Reading, 
Henrietta A., wife of Dr. D. A. Ulrich, 39 — 

Woop.—In Steubenville, Ohio, on the 18th January, of 
congestion of the brain, Serege . Wood, M. D., only son of 
the late Dr. Wood, of Piqua, Ohio, aged 24 years. 


Vital Statistics. 


Tr. Jesse Penney, of 





; diarrhoea and dysentery, 


i; 


4; of lungs, 1; 
; small-pox, 7. 
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6 


312. Adults, 166; children, 146. Under two years of age, 95. 
Natives, 226; Poteign; 64: People of color. 11 

Deaths in the United State~ Army Hospitals, 27. 

Among the causes of deaiii, we notice—Apoplexy, 7; con- 
vulsions, 14; croup, 7; cholera infantum, 1; cholera morbus, 
1; consumption, 41; diphtheria, 12; diarrhoea and dysentery, 
9; dropsy of head, 5; debility, 11; scarlet fever, 5; typhus 
and typhoid fevers, 12; inflammation of brain, €; of bowels, 4; 
of lungs, 21 ; bronchitis, 44 congestion of brain, 8; of |umgs, 2; 
erysipelas, 1; whooping-cough, 2; marasmus, 11 ; small-pox, 6. 

For week ending February 28, 1862... 232. 
- - January 31, 1863.. 

Population of Philadelphia, by the cens 
Mortality, 1 in 1821. 

Or New York, for the week ending Jan. 26, 1863. 

Dé@aths—Males, 260; females, 210; boys, 162; girls, 124. 
Total, 470. Adults, 194; children, 276. Under two years of 
age, 166. Natives, 311; Foreign, 160; Colored, 8. 

Among the causes of death, we notice—Apoplexy, 6; in- 
fantile convulsions, 33 ; croup, 33; diphtheria, 28; scarlet fever, 
28; typhus and typhoid fevers, 8; cholera infantum, 0; cho- 
lera morbus, 0; consumption, 79; small-pox, 3; dropsy of 
head, 12; infantile marasmus, 22; diarrhea and dysentery, 
11; inflammation of brain, 4; of bowels. 13; of lungs, 24; 
bronchitis, 10; congestion of brain, 0; of lungs, 0; orysipelas, 
1; whooping-cough,0; measles,6: 251 deaths occurred from 
acute disease, and 30 from violent causes. 

Population of New York, by the census of 1860, 814,277. 
Mortality, 1 in 1732. 


Or New York, for the week ending Feb. 2, 1863. 

Deaths—Males, 219; females, 204; boys, 123; girls, 122. 
Total, 4:0. Adults, 175; children, 245. Under two years of 
age, 140. Natives, 282; Foreign, 141; Colored, 9. 

Among the causes of death, we notice—Apoplexy, 3; infantile 
convulsions, 21 ; croup, 28; diphtheria, 33; scarlet fever, 22; 
typhus and typhoid fevers, 10; cholera infantum, 0; cholera 
morbus, 0; consumption, 64; small-pox, 0; dropsy of head, 
16; infantile marasmus, 21; diarrhea and dysentery, 7; 
inflammation of brain, 8; of bowels, 9; of lungs, 25; bron: 
chitis, 7; congestion of brain, 0; of lungs, 0; erysipelas, 1; 
whoopigg-cough. 0 ; measles, 7; 21 deaths occurred from acute 
disease, and 33 from violent causes. 

Population of New York, by the census of 1860, 814,277. 
Mortality, 1 in 1938, , 


Or Boston, for the week ending Jan. 24, 1863. 

Deaths—Males, 45; females, 45. Total, 90. Natives, 66; 
Foreign, 24. 

Among the causes of death, we notice—Phthisis, 17 ;gholera 
infantum, 0; croup, 4; scarlet fever, 6; pneumonia, 3; 
variola, 1; dysentery, 0; typhoid fever, 1; diphtheria, 0; 
whooping-cough, 0; convulsions, 1. 

Population of Boston, 1860, 177,902 Average corrected to 
inereased population, 87.44 Mortality, 1 in 1977. 

Or Boston, for the week ending Jan. 31, 1863. 

Deaths—Males, 38; females, 33. Total, 71. Natives, 50; 
Foreign, 21. 

Among the causes of death, we notice—Phthisis, 14; cholera 
infantum, 0; croup, 3; scarlet fever, 1; pneumonia, 3; 
variola, 0; dysentery, 1; typhoid fever, 2; diphtheria, 1; 
whooping-cough, 0; convulsions, 3. 

Population of m, 1860, 177,902. Average corrected to 
increased population, 80.26. Mortality, 1 in 2505. 


Eid) et 
MEDICAL DIRECTORY. 

PernsYivanta Hospitat, Eighth, below Spruce. Entrance 
on aot Street. 

Medical Clinie on Wednesdays and Saturdays, at 10 a.m., 
by Dr. F. Gurney Smith. 

Surgical do., at li a. m., by Dr. Joseph Pancoast. 

Mepica LIBRARY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA HosPiTaL.—Open 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

PHitabeLPaia Hosprran, (Almshouse).—Medical Clinic on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays at 934 a.m, by Dr J. L. Ludlow. 

Surgical do. at 10'4 a. m., by Dr. D. H. Agnew. 

Wits Hospira. ror THe Eve axd L1us.—Clinics, Wednes- 
ag > and Saturdays, at 11 a.™., by Dr. 8. Littell. 

é omens HospiTaL, Lombard Street, between Fifteenth and 
xteenth. 

Clinical Leetures a ati2u.,land5p.m. Monday and 
Thursday—Dr. Turnbull, at 1 P. m. anode, ont riday— 
Dr. Darrach, at 12 m.; Dr. Klapp, at 5 p. u. pars ey hwnd 
Saturday—Dr. Neff, at 12; Dr. ‘on, at 1; and Dr. Mo: 
house, at P.M. Mouday and Thursday—Dr. Meigs, at 5 P. x. 
Tuesday and Friday—Dr. Atkinson, at 34, P.M. 

UNIVERSITY OF NSYLVANIA, Ninth, above Chestnut. 

Surgical Clinics on Wednesdays and Saturdays, at 1234 m. 

Jerrerson Mepical epee Tenth, above Walnut., 

Clinics on Wedne-days and Saturdays, at 121, m. 

PatiLapguPaia Lyine-in Cuariry.—Clinic for diseases of 
po ag Wednesday wo eee mnenalng, 02 > Veheate 

rry, every mor: at 90’ 
by Dr. Edwin Seholfield. : 


- 


7 





